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Leader  of  the  Pack 


Photo:  Maureen  McGettigan 

David  Miles  (left),  leads  a  group  of  skaters  in  Golden  Gate  Park.  He  will  lead  a  group  on  a  400-plus-mile  journey  to  fight  violence. 

Skate  against  violence  travels  to  Southern  Cal 


by  George  McConnell 

By  jet,  it  takes  about  an  hour  to  go 
from  San  Francisco  to  Los  Angeles.  If 
your  mode  of  transportation  is  roller¬ 
skates,  however,  it  takes  a  bit  longer  and 
requires  a  certain  raison  d’etre. 

But  Richmond  District  resident  David 
Miles  is  passionate  about  why  he  will  be 
making  this  journey.  And  because  it  will 
mark  his  sixteenth  skating  marathon  to 


the  southland,  he  knows  the  route  by 
heart. 

Miles  is  well  known  in  the  Bay 
Area’s  skating  community.  His  creden¬ 
tials  include  being  president  of  the 
California  Outdoor  Roller-skating 
Association,  a  member  of  the  Golden 
Gate  Park  Skate  Patrol,  and  founder  of 
the  city’s  Midnight  Rollers  Friday  Night 
Skate.  He’s  produced  a  popular  public 
television  show  called  the  “The  Skatin’ 


Place,”  appeared  on  the  Discovery 
Channel  and  been  featured  in  Sports 
Illustrated. 

But  he  wasn’t  always  a  skating  buff 
and  says  his  interest  was  sparked  in  a 
virtual  blink  of  an  eye.  Just  days  after 
moving  to  San  Francisco  from  Kansas 
City  in  1979,  he  was  strolling  in  Golden 
Gate  Park  when  four  roller-skaters  went 
whizzing  by.  Outdoor  skating  was  un¬ 
heard  of  in  Kansas  and  he  was  amazed. 


The  next  day  he  went  out  and  bought  his 
first  pair  of  skates. 

“It  was  a  different  era,  and  all  the 
skating  back  in  Kansas  was  indoors  at 
the  roller  rink.  I  wasn’t  into  roller-skat¬ 
ing  then,”  Miles  said. 

He  was  a  bricklayer  in  Kansas,  but  he 
was  tired  of  the  cold  weather  and  wanted 
something  different.  His  mother  had 
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City  wants  to  restart  shuttle  service  to  GG  Park 


by  Alastair  Bland 

From  2001  to  2005,  a  free 
we'ekend  passenger  shuttle  in 
Golden  Gate  Park  navigated  a 
seven-mile  circuit  between  the 
concourse  museum  region  at  the 
park’s  east  end  and  the  west  end 
near  the  beach.  Then,  in  2003, 
the  Academy  of  Sciences  closed 
for  renovation  and  park  atten- 


The  road  to  Hell  is  often 
paved  with  good  intentions. 

The  City  has  recently  gone 
into  the  carpet  laying  business, 
replacing  large  swaths  of  grass 
with  ground  up  tires. 

In  2005,  the  City  Fields 
Foundation  was  formed  to  raise 
money  for  the  replacement  of 
athletic  fields  at  playgrounds 
throughout  the  City.  The  idea  is 
to  make  the  fields  more  accessi¬ 
ble  during  the  rainy  season  and  at 
night,  with  the  program’s  instal- 


dance  dropped  dramatically, 
causing  the  city  of  San  Francisco 
to  terminate  the  shuttle  service  in 
the  fall  of  2005. 

But  this  fall,  the  museum  is 
scheduled  to  reopen  and  the 
city’s  Golden  Gate  Park 
Concourse  Authority  has  con¬ 
tracted  a  private  transportation 
consulting  company  to  tackle  the 
logistics  of  re-implementing  a 


lation  of  lights,  including  a  pro¬ 
posal  to  put  them  at  Rossi 
Playground 

Proponents  of  the  artificial 
fields  say  they  will  save  thou¬ 
sands  of  gallons  of  water  and  re¬ 
move  the  need  to  cut  grass, 
which  will  save  the  City  money 
in  the  long  haul.  The  new  artifi¬ 
cial  turf  is  better  than  it  used  to 
be,  they  say,  because  it  mimics 
natural  grass  in  a  more  realistic 
way. 

But  someone  has  lost  sight  of 


public  shuttle  service  to  connect 
the  park’s  small  nucleus  of  muse¬ 
ums  to  the  heart  of  downtown. 

Over  the  next  four  months,  the 
consulting  company  will  conduct 
a  feasibility  study  to  identify  pos¬ 
sible  funding  sources,  potential 
operating  agencies,  such  as  Muni 
or  other  shuttle  service  compa¬ 
nies,  secure  low-emissions  vehi¬ 
cles  and  consider  several  route 


the  forest. 

It  doesn’t  even  make  sense  to 
me  that  a  forward-thinking,  envi¬ 
ronmental  city  like  San  Francisco 
would  consider  this  proposal, 
much  less  move  forward  without 
even  doing  an  environmental  as¬ 
sessment  of  the  potential  dan¬ 
gers.  Especially  with  our  children 
playing  on  the  outdoors  mat. 

The  foundation,  working  in 
concert  with  the  City,  has  already 
replaced  the  grass  fields  at 
Garfield  Square  and  Silver 
Terrace.  It  is  moving  fast  to  re¬ 
place  other  fields,  including 
Rossi  and  South  Sunset 
Playground. 

At  Silver  Terrace,  real  grass  is 
already  growing  through  the  arti¬ 
ficial  turf. 

In  March,  the  SF  Recreation 
and  Park  Commission  approved 
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options. 

“The  old  shuttle  was  an  intra- 
park  shuttle,”  said  a  spokeswom¬ 
an  for  the  transportation  consult¬ 
ing  agency.  “Once  people  walked 
or  drove  or  rode  their  bicycles  to 
the  park,  the  shuttle  could  take 
them  down  to  the  Beach  Chalet 
and  back  to  the  museums.  We 
want  the  new  shuttle  to  bring 
people  to  the  park  from  the  rest 
of  the  City.” 

Various  routes  have  been  pro¬ 
posed,  and  each  includes  a  run 
through  either  Fisherman’s 
Wharf,  downtown  or  North 
Beach  before  making  an  express 
run  to  Golden  Gate  Park. 

According  to  Ron  Miguel, 
president  of  the  Concourse 
Authority  and  the  Planning 
Association  for  the  Richmond 
(PAR),  the  Academy  of  Sciences 
attracts  approximately  2.5  times 
more  visitors  than  the  M.H.  de 
Young  Memorial  Museum  and  a 
convenient  public  transportation 
system  will  greatly  alleviate  the 
anticipated  influx  in  car  and 
pedestrian  traffic  in  the  park 
when  the  museum  reopens  in 
September. 

City  records  report  that  the 
former  intra-park  shuttle  served 
28,000  riders  in  2002.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  year,  with  the  reopening 
of  the  de  Young  Museum  after  a 
four-year  closure,  55,000  riders 


utilized  the  free  service.  In  2004, 
after  the  November  2003  closure 
of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  just 
29,000  people  used  the  shuttle. 
The  number  dropped  to  24,000 
the  next  year. 

After  the  shuttle  service  was 
discontinued  in  2005,  the  dis¬ 
abled  community  felt  the  loss, 
and  in  the  summer  of  2007  the 
city’s  Recreation  and  Park 
Department  implemented  two 
16-seat  shuttle  buses,  outfitted 
for  wheelchair  accommodation, 
that  makes  circuits  through  the 
small  portion  of  Golden  Gate 
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YOUR  REAL  ESTATE 
CONNECTION 


As  a  third  generation  family  owned  and  operated  real  estate 
company,  Cournale  &  Co.  has  years  of  experience  that  we'd  % 
like  to  put  to  work  for  you. 

Please  call  us  with  your  real  estate  needs...  sales,  rentals 
property  management,  financing  and  development  of  real 
estate  projects. 

We  look  forward  to  serving  you! 


CALL  US  TODAY  AT  752-3600 


REAL  ESTATE  •  SINCE  1945 

“Full  Service  at  Your  Service " 

SALES  •  MANAGEMENT  •  LOANS 

4630  Geary  Blvd.  at  10th  Ave. 
www.cournaleco.com 


'Friendraiser'  held  on  Clement 


Courtesy  photo: 

Friends  of  Yolanda  Bain  gather  at  the  Clement  Street 
Bar  and  Grill  for  a  fundraiser. 


A  “friendraiser”  for  Yolanda 
Bain  was  held  at  the  Clement 
Street  Bar  and  Grill  on  March  10. 

In  December  2007,  Bain,  a 
“guiding  light”  and  teacher  in  the 
yoga  community  for  more  than 
20  years,  was  diagnosed  with 
ovarian  cancer. 

Mary  Hayden,  also  known  as 
“Baseball  Mary,”  was  the  driving 
force  behind  the  evening’s  festiv¬ 
ities. 

Usually,  The  Clement  Street 
Bar  and  Grill  is  closed  on 
Mondays.  However,  owners 
Harold  Baum  and  Hao  Phu 
opened  the  restaurant  and  provid¬ 
ed  food  for  more  than  200  people 
who  gathered  to  support  Bain. 
Another  contributor,  Angie 
Rando  of  Angelina’s  Caf6  and 
Catering,  also  provided 
delectable  delights. 

A  huge  windfall  of  eclectic 
raffle  prizes  were  donated  from 
all  corners  of  the  City,  mostly 
procured  by  Hayden.  Many  of 
the  donations  came  from  shops  in 
the  Richmond  District,  including 
the  Cliff  House,  Cal's  Pet 
Supply,  Green  Apple  Books, 
Gables  Stationery,  John 


Campbell's  Bakery,  Balboa 
Theater,  T&T  Nail  Salon,  Leslie 
King,  Purple  Crayon,  Plan  C, 
Thidwick  Books,  Jennifer 
Durand,  BirdyBotanicals.com 
and  Susan  Hollenbeck.  All  told, 
several  thousand  dollars  was 
raised  to  help  Bain  and  her  hus¬ 
band  shoulder  the  expensive  cost 
of  treatments. 

John  Rothman,  a  Richmond 
District  native  and  KGO  radio 
talk  show  host,  served  as  the 
master  of  ceremonies  and  an¬ 
nounced  the  raffle  results.  As 
well,  the  jazz  duo  Bruno  Pelletier 


and  Bill  Lanphier  and  members 
of  the  Venusians  performed. 

All  the  members  of  the  wait 
staff  at  the  Clement  Street  Bar 
and  Grill  donated  their  time  and 
energy  to  facilitate  the  festivities 
for  the  evening,  including  bar¬ 
tenders  Paula  Mehoves  and 
Geraldine  Travers. 

The  public  can  keep  track  of 
Bain’s  progress  at  the  blog 
yogayolanda.blogspot.com. 
Donations  can  be  sent  to:  Friends 
of  Yolanda  Bain;  P.O.  Box 
590216,  SF,  CA  94118. 

-Rita  O’Hara 


LIKE  A  GOOD  NEIGHBOR, 
STATE  FARM  IS  THERE.® 

WE  LIVE  WHERE  YOU  LIVE.' 


For  your  Auto.  Home.  1 ife  and  Health  insurance  needs,  see  one  of 
these  State  farm  Agents: 


Ernie  Louie 

2209  Clement  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94121 

415-752-6119 


CA  lie.  #0700879 

STATI  FARM 


LIKE  A  GOOD  NEIGHBOR 


STATE  FARM  IS  THERE 
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Providing  Insurance  and  Financial  Services 
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1 090  Point  Lobos 
415-386-3330 
Private  Events  Direct 
415-666-4027 
www.CliffHouse.com 


f/M'GO  '/S ()3  locals  have  been  creating  memorable 
family  gatherings  in  classic  San  Francisco  ambiance  at  Cliff 
House.  The  ever  changing  panoramic  view  of  Mother  Nature’s 
creative  best  is  always  on  display.  Share  it  with  your  family 
and  friends  while  you  make  memories  that  last  a  lifetime. 


Our  private  banquet  facility,  the  Terrace  Room,  is  the  perfect 
location  for  weddings,  rehearsal  dinners,  engagement  parties, 
birthdays,  anniversaries  and  all  the  special  moments  in  life. 


A  San  Francisco  tradition  for  140  years! 


Mario’s 

Steak  and  Chop  House 

Lunch  Specials 
Starting  at 
$6.95 


Large  Selection  of  (Vines 
Family  Friendly 
Private  Parties  OK 

Open:  Lunch  —  11:30-3  Mon.  -  Thurs. 

Dinner  -  5-9:30  Every  Day 

2512  Clement  •  (415)  221-8700 


West  Portal  Lutheran  School 
200  Sloat  Boulevard 


Sloat  Campus 
June  11  -  July  9 

For  Entering  Kindergarten 
through  Grade  8 

Courses  include  academic  sub¬ 
jects  and  recreational  activi¬ 
ties. 

For  more  information, 
call  (415)  665-6330 
www.westportallutheranschool.org 


WPLS  does  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  na¬ 
tionality,  or  ethnic  origin  in  administration  of  its 
educational  administered  programs. 

Enrollment  is  also  open  for  Kindergarten  through  Grade  8 
for  the  academic  year  2008-2009. 


3-day  musk 
fest  at  park 

The  SF  Recreation  and  Park 
Department  has  approved  a  large 
music  festival  for  Golden  Gate 
Park  in  August. 

The  three-day  event,  called 
the  Outside  Lands  Festival,  will 
feature  60  bands  at  numerous 
stages  located  at  the  Polo  Fields 
and  Speedway  and  Lindley 
meadows.  Because  there  will  be 
a  charge  for  admission,  fences 
will  be  erected  around  the 
perimeter  of  the  venue.  The 
events  are  scheduled  for  Friday, 
August  22  through  Sunday,  Aug. 
24,  from  1 1 :30  a.m.  to  10  p.m. 

Some  residents  are  concerned 
about  the  noise  levels  from  the 
concert,  which  is  being  produced 
by  Another  Planet  Entertainment 
and  promoted  by  KFOG  radio, 
FM  104.5. 

Several  years  ago  the  Polo 
Fields  was  deemed  unusable,  and 
required  more  than  $100,000  in 
repairs,  after  a  large  concert 
crowd  crushed  the  turf,  which 
was  riddled  with  gopher  tunnels. 

Because  the  event  is  going 
into  the  evening,  there  are  also 
concerns  about  concert-goers 
sleeping  in  the  park,  especially  if 
the  headline  acts  draw  a  large 
crowd  from  outside  the  city.  Tom 
Petty,  Radio  Head  and  Jack 
Johnson  are  slated  to  perform. 

Rec.  and  Park  reported  it  will 
make  $100,000  to  $500,000  in 
fees  from  the  festival,  depending 
on  the  total  number  of  people  at¬ 
tending. 

Park  drive  to 
close  until  fall 

A  portion  of  John  F.  Kennedy 
Jr.  Drive  in  Golden  Gate  Park 
will  be  closed  on  Saturdays, 
starting  April  5,  for  the  next  six 
months. 

The  drive  will  be  closed  from 
10th  Avenue  to  Crossover  Drive 
until  Sept.  27.  Stow  Lake  is  ac¬ 
cessible  by  vehicle  from  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  Drive. 

The  Saturday  closures  are  part 
of  Healthy  Saturdays  legislation 
approved  by  the  SF  Board  of 
Supervisors  after  neighborhood 
representatives  and  stakeholders 
hammered  out  a  compromise  last 
year.  The  parties  agreed  to  not  re¬ 
visit  the  issue  for  five  years. 
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Washington  students 
take  top  honors 

Largest  academic  event  in  City 


On  Saturday,  March  15,  more 
than  500  middle  and  high  school 
students  from  Northern 
California  schools  convened  at 
San  Francisco  State  University  to 
compete  in  the  largest  annual 
academic  event  for  San 
Francisco  area  students.  More 
than  1,000  middle  and  high 
school  students,  volunteer 
judges,  educational  leaders,  and 
community  guests  took  part  in 
the  sixth-annual  World  Affairs 
Challenge,  hosted  by  San 
Francisco-based  global  education 
non-profit  World  Savvy 
(www.worldsavvy.org). 

The  central  topic  of  this  year’s 
World  Affairs  Challenge  was 
global  health.  Students  from  26 
local  schools  prepared  compre¬ 
hensive  presentations  (which  in¬ 
clude  proposed  solutions)  on  is- 


Courtesy  photo 


Washington  students 
who  participated  in  the 
academic  challenge  are 
(bottom  row,  left  to 
right)  Kevin  Nguy, 
Christopher  Yee,  teacher 
Aljona  Andrejeff,  Keegan 
Quan  (top  row)  Gregory 
Wai,  Judy  Chin,  Meng 
Deng  and  Kerin  Luong. 


sues  as  diverse  as  a  comparative 
study  of  countries  that  provide 
universal  health  care,  examining 
how  different  nations  combat 
child  mortality  and  studying  pos¬ 
sible  side  effects  to  global  adop¬ 
tion  of  genetically  modified 
foods. 

Overall,  96'students  from  San 
Francisco  participated  in  this 
year’s  program,  including  15  stu¬ 
dents  from  George  Washington 
High  School.  Seven  of  the  stu¬ 
dents  received  a  second  place 
award  in  the  Best  Overall  Team 
category.  Award-winning  stu¬ 
dents  included  seniors  Meng 
Deng,  Kevin  Nguy,  Keegan 
Quan.  Kevin  Luong,  Chris  Yee, 
Judy  Chin  and  Gregory  Wai. 
Meng  Deng  also  won  the  first 
place  award  in  the  Best 
Collaborative  Question  category. 

The  seven  award-winning  stu¬ 
dents  have  been  competing  in  the 
World  Affairs  Challenge  for  the 
past  four  years,  representing 
Washington  since  they  were 
ninth  graders. 

Of  her  experience  at  the 
World  Affairs  Challenge,  senior 
Judy  Chin  said:  “It  is  a  lot  of  fun 
and  a  good  way  to  learn  about  is¬ 
sues  that  plague  the  world.” 

Students  at  the  World  Affairs 
Challenge  participated  in  four 
separate  events.  They  prepared  a 
15-minute  presentation  and  pre¬ 
sented  a  descriptive  poster  in 
groups  of  7  to  12.  Students  also 
studied  current  affairs  and  world 
geography  in  preparation  for  a 
quiz,  and  practiced  teamwork 
skills  for  a  group  problem-solv¬ 
ing  activity  in  which  students 


Rewrite  the  history  books 


Photo:  Francis  da  Silva 


History  was  made  Feb.  24  when  George  Washington  High  School  sent 
wrestlers  from  all  14  weight  classes  to  the  All  City  Championship  Finals. 
Washington  also  set  a  San  Francisco  record  by  sending  representatives  from 
12  of  its  14  weight  classes  to  the  state  championships  in  Bakersfield.  In  the 
photo  above  (front  row,  left  to  right)  are  Washington  Eagles  Demetric 
Strong  and  De  Mon  Jones.  In  the  second  row  are  Kenny  Lim,  Kelly  Nguyen, 
Osman  Chim,  Mitchell  Coloma,  Frank  Zhu  and  Andy  Lam.  In  the  back  row  are, 
Alan  DeLira,  Jason  Liao,  Coleman  Rosenberg,  Anthony  Marshall,  Jesse  Grimes 
and  Yoyci  Medina. 


were  grouped  with  youth  from 
other  schools  to  solve  a  real- 
world  scenario. 

“Today’s  middle  school  and 
high  school  students  will  need  a 
keen  understanding  of  interna¬ 
tional  issues  and  global  citizen¬ 
ship  in  order  to  effectively  face 
challenges,  such  as  the  spread  of 
disease,  terrorism,  global  drug 
trade  and  environmental  degrada¬ 
tion  in  the  years  ahead,”  ex¬ 
plained  Dana  Curran,  executive 
director  of  World  Savvy. 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Dr.  Jonathon  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 
San  Francisco  •  563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


A  Free  Health  Seminar 


Regaining  Your  Active  Lifestyle 


Has  severe  joint  pain  and  limited  mobility  slowed  you  doum? 
Learn  how  joint  replacement  can  get  you  moving  again. 


Hip,  knee  and  shoulder  replacement  can 

•  Decrease  pain, 

•  Improve  mobility  and 

•  Return  you  to  the  activities  you  enjoy. 

Hear  about  how  small  incisions,  new  technologies  and  personalized 
care  contribute  to  quick  recovery. 

Hosted  by 

The  Comprehensive  Joint  Care  Program 

at  California  Pacific  Medical  Center 

Presentations  by  joint  replacement  experts! 

David  W.  Lowenberg,  M.D,  Chair,  Department  of  Orthopedic  Surgery 
Christopher  Cox,  M.D,  Medical  Director,  Comprehensive  joint  Core  Program 
Peter  Callander,  M.D. 

James  Kelly,  M.D. 


A  Sutler  Health  Affiliate 
With  Ytm.  For  lift. 


cpmc.org 


Beyond  Medicine. 


#• 

California  Pacific 
Medical  Center 


Saturday  April  19 

10  a.m.  to  Noon 

California  Pacific  Medical  Center 
2333  Buchanan  Street 
Enright  Room  -  Lobby  Level 
San  Francisco 

Please  call  to  reserve  your  seat: 

4x5-600-6577 

Ask  about  validated  parking. 
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City  Hall  fj 

Supervisor  Jake  McGoldrick  ^■huNfei 

Update  on  citywide  issues 


You  may  have  heard  about  the 
City’s  looming  budget  deficit  this 
year.  I  am  serving  as  chair  of  the 
Budget  and  Finance  Committee 
in  a  year  that  has  a  projected 
deficit  of  $338  million. 

My  fellow  budget  committee 
members  and  I  will  be  looking 
for  creative  solutions  (and  good 
old-  fashioned  number  crunch¬ 
ing)  to  help  balance  this  complex 
budget  problem.  In  case  you 
would  like  to  follow  along  with 
the  budget  process,  the  City’s 
Web  site  (www.sfgov.org/budget) 
is  a  great  resource.  We  will  be 
updating  that  site  as  we  move 
through  the  budget  process. 

Employee  Suggestion  Program 

In  2003, 1  passed  legislation  to 
establish  the  Employee 
Suggestion  Program.  The  pro¬ 
gram  was  launched  to  give  all 
city  employees  the  opportunity  to 


share  their  thoughts  on  shearing 
expenses  and  inefficiencies  in 
city  government.  The  rank  and 
file  employees  are  most  intimate¬ 
ly  involved  with  the  City,  so  by 
giving  them  a  chance  to  share 
their  creative  ideas  on  how  to  im¬ 
prove  city  operations,  increase 
revenue  and  reduce  expenditures, 
we  are  tapping  into  a  wealth  of 
knowledge. 

The  Office  of  the  Legislative 
Analyst  is  charged  with  operating 
the  program.  If  a  suggestion  is 
determined  to  create  a  significant 
amount  of  savings  it  will  be  re¬ 
ported  to  the  Budget  and  Finance 
Committee  for  consideration. 

This  is  a  helpful  program  be¬ 
cause  employees  know  their  de¬ 
partments  better  than  anyone.  My 
office  often  receives  information 
from  city  employees,  through 
phone  calls  and  e-mails,  who 
share  their  experiences  in  order 


to  run  their  departments  better. 
With  this  important  information, 
the  board  can  improve  the  way 
this  City  operates. 

From  2003  to  the  present,  the 
program  has  received  more  than 
1 ,200  suggestions  from  city  em¬ 
ployees.  One  particular  example 
stands  out.  Rohan  Lane,  a  valued 
employee  in  Building  Manage¬ 
ment  Services,  suggested  that  the 
San  Francisco  Municipal 
Transportation  Agency  (SFMTA) 
place  forward-facing  cameras  on 
Muni  vehicles  to  catch  and  ticket 
violators  who  illegally  park  in 
transit-only  lanes.  After  being 
vetted  with  the  committee,  the 
wheels  were  set  in  motion  when 
Assemblywoman  Fiona  Ma 
passed  enabling  legislation  in 
Sacramento.  Soon  after.  Mayor 
Gavin  Newsom  and  SFMTA  an¬ 
nounced  a  3-month  pilot  project 
in  San  Francisco. 

If  you  are  a  city  employee 
with  suggestions  on  creating  rev¬ 
enues  or  improving  inefficiencies 
in  your  department  or  citywide, 
please  contact  Gabriel  Cabrera  at 
gabriel.cabrera@sfgov.org  or 
(415)  554-7787.  You  may  also 
submit  suggestions  at  the  follow¬ 
ing  Web  site:  www.sfgov.org/em- 
ployee_suggestion. 


Light  Brown  Apple  Moth 

Many  San  Franciscans  have 
recently  become  aware  of  the 
California  Department  of  Food 
and  Agriculture’s  plan  to  eradi¬ 
cate  the  light  brown  apple  moth. 
These  insects  were  first  discov¬ 
ered  in  northern  California  in 
February  2007  and  are  thought  to 
attack  more  than  2,000  different 
types  of  plants,  many  of  which 
have  significant  economic  or 
ecological  value  to  the  region. 
Since  its  discovery,  nine  different 
counties  surrounding  the  Bay 
Area  have  been  identified  as  ar¬ 
eas  with  moth  infestations.  Plans 
had  been  made  to  eradicate  the 
moths  to  prevent  them  from 
spreading  to  other  counties  and 
states.  The  primary  plan  was  to 
aerial  spray  a  mating  disruption 
pheromone. 

Many  people  have  expressed 
concern  over  the  aerial  spraying, 
scheduled  to  last  for  five  years. 

In  response  to  public  concern, 
Newsom  sent  a  letter  to  Gov. 
Arnold  Schwarzenegger  request¬ 
ing  further  review  of  the  health 
impact  of  the  spraying  before  any 
action  takes  place.  The  mayor’s 
letter  requested  that  the  governor 
sign  new  legislation  into  law  im¬ 
mediately,  which  would  postpone 
aerial  spraying  among  other 


things. 

There  will  be  more  news  to 
come  on  this  issue.  In  the  mean¬ 
time,  if  you  have  any  questions, 
please  call  the  Department  of 
Food  and  Agriculture  at  (916) 
654-0321. 

Landmark  Tree  Ordinance 

The  Urban  Forestry  Council 
says:  “The  Landmark  Tree 
Ordinance  is  the  City’s  primary 
regulatory  tool  to  provide  for  or¬ 
derly  protection  of  specified  trees 
that,  because  of  their  stature,  age 
or  quality  (including  species  or 
variety  distinction),  contribute  in 
an  extraordinary  way  to  the 
majesty  and  distinction  of  our  ur¬ 
ban  Forest.” 

The  SF  Board  of  Supervisors 
established  the  Landmark  Tree 
Ordinance  in  January  2006,  cre¬ 
ating  a  process  to  protect  and 
preserve  old  growth,  native 
species  and  exotic  trees  to  benefit 
the  environment  and  beautify 
San  Francisco.  To  date,  we  have 
successfully  preserved  10  trees 
citywide. 

In  March  2008,  our  office  suc¬ 
cessfully  passed  amendments  to 
the  Landmark  Tree  Ordinance. 
These  amendments  clarified  the 
process  for  designating  trees, 
streamlined  the  deliberative  pro¬ 
cess  and  clarified  the  notification 
process.  The  amendments  will 
clarify  the  designation  and  pro¬ 
tection  process  for  landmark 
trees.  This  enables  our  City  to 
continue  to  protect  and  preserve 
softie  of  our  oldest  “citizens”  of 
San  Francisco,  our  trees.  For 
more  information  on  the  criteria 
for  designating  a  landmark  tree, 
please  go  to  www.sfenviron- 
ment.org. 

Jake  McGoldrick  is  a  San 
Francisco  supervisor  represent¬ 
ing  District  1. 


CAFE  &  DELI 


Quality,  fresh  food  with  a  friendly  touch! 

*CaIl  us  for  all  of  your  catering  needs! 
*Open  7  Days:  6:30  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 

6000  California  St.  @  22nd  Ave. ,  Tot.  221  -7801 


Rainbow  Tutoring  Center 

2650  Balboa  St.  (at  28th  Ave.) 

(415)  386-1081 
Summer  Program  ’08!! 

Sign  Up  Now! 

Math,  English,  Computer,  Arts  &  Crafts 
$  1 38/week 

Monday  -  Friday,  8  a.m.  -  6  p.m. 
Accepting  Applications  for  Grades  2-9 


Free  Lecture 

A  free  talk,  “No  Fear!  Divine  Love  Destroys  It!” 
will  be  presented  by  Ginny  Luedeman,  C.S. 

The  lecture  will  explain  the  Biblical  basis  for  fearless,  productive 
living  and  will  focus  on  how  individuals  can  overcome  fear  to 
deal  positively  with  the  challenges  of  modern  life. 

Also  covered  will  be  spiritual  healing  and  the  way  healing  is 
achieved  as  a  natural  result  of  understanding 
God’s  law  of  love. 

Where:  Fourth  Church  of  Christ,  Scientist 
300  Funston  Ave.  (at  Clement) 

When:  Sunday,  April  27,  at  2:30  p.m. 

Muni  lines:  1 , 2,  38  and  28 

MU  vantage 

A 

1)  Superiority  of  position  or 
condition 

2)  Benefit  resulting  from  some 
course  of  action 

Call  The  Richmond  ReView  for 
advertising  rate  information:  (415)831-0461 


The  TRI  Coldwell  Banker  Agent 
Who  Sold  the  Most  San  Francisco 
Properties  Companywide  in  2007 

John  Kirkpatrick  is  one  of  the  top 
professionals  representing  San  Francisco 
homes  and  investment  properties. 

John  is  a  marketing  expert  with  a  strong 
professional  and  academic  background. 

Dedication  to  detail  and  hard  work  have 
enabled  John  to  earn  an  exceptional 
reputation.  John  wins  clients  through 
proven  results;  achievements  consistently 
exceed  client  expectations. 


Address 

List  Price 

Sold  Price 

Bd/Ba/Pk 

3436  Anza  St. 

$768,000 

$770,000 

2/1/1 

650  15th  Ave. 

$989,000 

$1,255,000 

3/1. 5/2 

834  27th  Ave. 

$1,195,000 

$1,300,000 

3/2/2 

924  Balboa  St. 

$1,395,000 

$1,600,000 

6/3/1 

2730  Fulton  St. 

$1,500,000 

$1,605,000 

4/2. 5/2 

227  Third  Ave. 

$1,850,000 

$1,950,000 

3/4/2 

575  11th  Ave. 

$1,960,000 

$2,126,000 

312.513 

458  33rd  Ave. 

$1,799,000 

$1,838,000 

514.512 

2832-34  Anza  St. 

$1,150,000 

$1,100,000 

2  units 

774-76  22nd  Ave. 

$1,480,000 

$1,470,000 

2  units 

642-44  10th  Ave. 

$1,198,000 

$1,149,000 

4  units 

ATRI 


COLDUJeU. 
BANKeR  □ 


(415)  412-0559 

John@johnkirkpatrick.com 

www.johnkirkpatrick.com 
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Police  Blotter 


Burglary,  Possession  of 
Stolen  Property:  March  11, 
7:47  p.m.,  Turk  Street  and 
Chabot  Terrace 

A  police  officer  noticed  a 
male  juvenile  peering  into  the 
windows  of  parked  cars  as  he 
walked  down  the  street. 

After  a  few  minutes,  the  sus¬ 
pect  broke  the  window  of  a  late- 
model  Volkswagon  and  took  an 
iPod. 

After  the  14-year-old  suspect 
boarded  a  Muni  bus,  the  officer 
detained  him  without  incident. 
The  youth  admitted  committing 
the  crime. 

Outstanding  Warrant, 
Methamphetamine  Possession: 
March  12,  7  p.m.,  Golden  Gate 
Park 

Plainclothes  officers  noticed  a 
36-year-old  man  in  the  park  as 
being  a  parolee  with  an  outstand¬ 
ing  warrant. 

A  search  of  the  suspect  turned 
up  marijuana  and  metham- 
phetamines. 

He  was  transported  to  the  po¬ 
lice  station  and  booked.  The 
drugs  were  deposited  in  the  de¬ 
partment’s  narcotics  drop  box. 

Burglary:  March  12,  10:37 
p.m.,  3500  Block  of 

Sacramento  Street 

The  residents  of  a  home  on 
Sacramento  Street  returned  home 
in  the  evening  and  discovered  a 
man,  carrying  a  duffel  bag,  in 
their  alleyway. 

When  the  homeowners  con¬ 
fronted  the  man,  he  ran  to  a  wait¬ 
ing  get-away  vehicle  parked 
across  the  street.  Before  he  fled, 
however,  the  victims  were  able  to 
get  the  vehicle’s  license  plate 
number. 

After  noticing  that  their  home 
had  been  burglarized,  the  resi¬ 
dents  called  police. 

The  investigating  officer 
called  the  Oakland  Police 
Department  because  the  vehicle 
was  registered  there.  After  locat¬ 
ing  the  vehicle  and  conducting  an 
investigation,  several  males  were 
detained. 

The  victims  were  driven  to 
Oakland  and  made  a  positive 
identification  of  the  primary  sus¬ 
pect.  The  investigating  officers 
were  able  to  retrieve  some  stolen 
items  that  were  taken  from  the 
victims’  residence. 

Burglary,  Fraud-Possession 
of  Counterfeit  Money:  March 
14,  5:20  p.m.,  Unit  Block  of 
Clement  Street 

Police  dispatch  got  a  call  say¬ 
ing  a  couple  were  trying  to  pur¬ 
chase  items  at  several  local  stores 
using  a  counterfeit  $50  bill.  All 
of  the  stores  refused  the  money. 

Officers  detained  the  suspects 
and  determined  that  they  were 
trying  to  pass  off  fake  money  in 
an  attempt  to  defraud  the  busi¬ 
ness  owners  at  four  locations. 

The  male  and  female  suspects 
were  arrested  and  transported  to 
Richmond  Station. 

A  subsequent  investigation 
determined  that  the  male  suspect 
was  on  parole. 

Burglary:  Between  March  9, 
at  5:30  p.m.  and  March  10,  at 
7:15  a.m.,  3700  Block  of  Balboa 
Street 

Sometime  after  a  business 
owner  had  locked  up  for  the 
evening  an  unknown  suspect 
forced  open  the  front  door  to 
gain  access. 

A  lap  top  computer  was  dis¬ 
covered  missing  when  the  owner 
opened  up  the  following  day. 


Assault:  March  20,  After 
Midnight,  Reported  at 
Richmond  Station 

A  man  went  to  the  Richmond 
Police  Station  to  report  an  assault 
by  an  unknown  assailant. 

The  victim  said  he  was  drink¬ 
ing  in  a  local  bar  when  he  was 
struck  in  the  back  of  the  head, 
knocking  him  unconscious. 
When  he  awoke,  he  was  in  the 
back  of  an  ambulance  headed  to 
the  hospital. 

The  victim  said  he  believed 
someone  struck  him  to  steal  his 
money,  which  was  on  the  bar. 

Parole  Violation:  March  4, 
Geary  Boulevard  and  Park 
Presidio  Boulevard 

Plainclothes  officers  noticed  a 
man  walking  along  the  curb  fine 
on  Geary  Boulevard  looking  into 
vehicles. 

When  the  suspect  noticed  the 
officers,  he  quickly  walked  away 
from  the  vehicles. 

The  officers  stopped  to  talk  to 
the  man  and  determined  he  was 


wanted  for  a  parole  violation.  A 
search  of  the  suspect  revealed  a 
“shaved”  key,  often  used  as  a 
master  key,  and  two  bolt  cutters. 

The  suspect  was  transported 
to  the  police  station  and  booked. 

Attempted  Burglary:  March 
12,  12:20  p.m.,  3800  Block  of 
Cabrillo  Street 

A  woman  left  a  lower  flat  via 
a  side  door  and  noticed  two  men 
sitting  in  a  vehicle  in  front  of  the 
house.  One  man  was  trying  to  he 
down  in  the  back  seat. 

The  woman  walked  a  short 
distance  and  then  reversed  her 
course  back  toward  the  house. 

Suddenly,  the  car  took  off  and 
a  man  walked  down  the  stairs  of 
the  residence  and  took  off  south¬ 
bound  on  40th  Avenue. 

The  woman  walked  back  to 
the  home’s  front  door  and  dis¬ 
covered  that  the  iron  gate  had 
been  pried  open  and  there  were 
fresh  damage  marks  on  the  door. 
There  was  no  entry. 

Continued  on  page  8 


“Good  fresh  seafood  in  a  friendly,  comfortable  environment.” 

■  SF  Chronicle 


California  Cuisine 

Daily  3-Course  Prix  Fix:  $23  and  $33 


Soup  or  salad  included  with  entree  before  5:30 
OR  bar  guests  at  any  time. 

3414  Judah  St.  (Between  39th  &  40th  Aves) 

T:  564-2233 

Open:  Sun.-Thur.,  4-10;  Fri.-Sat.,  4-10:30  (Closed  Mondays) 

Please  visit  www.piscessf.com 


ALAIN  PIN  EL 


ft  FACTORS 


In  many  parts  of  San  Francisco,  the  inventory 
of  available  properties  is  low  compared  to 
number  of  interested  buyers. 

What  does  this  mean? 

Sellers  have  good  chances  to  get  great  prices. 
Buyers  need  quality  information. 


Well-marketed  property  sells 
quickly. 

Call  Bruce  to  succeed  as  a 
buyer  or  a  seller. 


Bruce  McKleroy 

415.353.5781 

bmckleroy@apr.com 

McKleroy.com 


27  Tips  to  Drive  Up  the 
Sale  Price  of  Your  Home 


San  Francisco  -  Because 
your  home  may  well  be  your 
largest  asset,  selling  it  is  proba¬ 
bly  one  of  the  most  important 
decisions  you  will  make  in 
your  life.  And,  once  you  have 
made  that  decision,  you’ll  want 
to  sell  your  home  for  the  high¬ 
est  price  in  the  shortest  time 
possible  without  compromising 
your  sanity.  Before  you  place 
your  home  on  the  market, 
here’s  a  way  to  help  you  to  be 
as  prepared  as  possible. 

To  assist  homesellers,  a  new 
industry  report  has  just  been  re¬ 
leased  called  “27  Valuable  Tips 
That  You  Should  Know  to  Get 
Your  Home  Sold  Fast  and  for 
Top  Dollar.”  It  tackles  the  im¬ 
portant  issues  you  need  to 
know  to  make  your  home  com¬ 
petitive  in  today’s  tough,  ag¬ 
gressive  marketplace. 

Through  these  27  tips,  you 
will  discover  how  to  protect 


and  capitalize  on  your  most  im¬ 
portant  investment,  reduce 
stress,  be  in  control  of  your  sit¬ 
uation,  and  make  the  most  prof¬ 
it  possible. 

In  this  report,  you’ll  discov¬ 
er  how  to  avoid  financial  disap¬ 
pointment  or  worse,  a  financial 
disaster  when  selling  your 
home.  Using  a  common-sense 
approach,  you  get  the  straight 
facts  about  what  can  make  or 
break  the  sale  of  your  home. 

You  owe  it  to  yourself  to 
learn  how  these  important  tips 
will  give  you  the  competitive 
edge  to  get  your  home  sold  fast 
and  for  top  dollar. 

To  hear  a  brief  recorded 
message  about  how  to  order 
your  free  copy  of  this  report, 
call  1-800-597-2108,  ID 
#2013.  You  can  call  anytime, 
24  hours  a  day,  7  days  a 
week.  Or  Visit: 
www.sfhomesellerstips.com. 


advertisement 


..  because  CITIKIDS 
has  everything 
for  your  baby; 
strollers,  car  seats, 
furniture,  clothing 
and  more,  all 
under  one  roof! 
Plus,  CITIKIDS  offers 
selection,  quality 
and  service  at 
competitive 
prices.  So,  come 
to  CITIKIDS  first, 
where  it's  really 
fun  to  shop. 


CITIKIDS 


3rd  2nd  Arguello 

Ave.  Ave.  Blvd. 


k 

Clement  St. 

Geary  Blvd. 

Free  Parking  in  Front  of  Store! 


•  152  Clement  Street 

at  3rd  Avenue 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 18 

•  Call:  415-752-3837 

•  OPEN:  Mon-Sat  10  to  6 
Sunday  1 1  to  5 


Fashions  •  Baby  Needs  •  Toys  •  Gifts 
Nursery  Furniture  •  Car  Seats  •  Strollers  •  Bedding 


BEST  SANDWICHES  IN  THE  RICHMOND  DISTRICT” 


Fresh  Roosted  Turkey  Breast  Sandwiches. 
Sourdough  Rolls  Baked  Fresh  Dolly. 


SflLftDS  ■  DESSERTS  ■  UJINE  ■  BEER  ■  SOFT  DRINKS 


>£i~nFF  d“il*  "  i 

■  SI  U  r  *  SANDWICH  i 

|  |  any  sandwich  SPECIALS  i 

I^Not  to  be  combined  with  any  other  offer.  1  coupon  per  person.  Expires  4/30/08 j 


734  La  Playa  •  221-2031 


OPEN  7 DAYS  •  Monday  -  Saturday  830  a.m.  -  6  p.m. 
■  Sunday  1 0  a.m.  -  4:30  p.m. 
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Richmond  roundup 


Richmond  Resident  Wins 
Top  Managerial  Award 

Richmond  District  resident 
Derek  Chu  was  honored  by  SF 
Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  Feb.  25 
during  the  27th  annual  MFAC 
Public  Managerial  Excellence 
awards.  The  awards  are  designed 
to  recognize  city  employees  who 
have  exhibited  sound  fiscal  poli¬ 
cies  and  affected  positive  change 
in  city  government. 

Chu  is  a  budget  manager  at 
the  city’s  Human  Services 
Agency. 

Winners  in  the  managerial 
competition  are  nominated  by  a 
department  head  and  then  select¬ 
ed  from  a  volunteer  community 
panel.  Only  a  few  of  the  46  nom¬ 
inees  earned  the  panel’s  nod  to 
win  the  award,  which  was  given 
to  the  winners  in  the  North  Light 
Court  at  City  Hall. 

Bison  Ready  to  Move  Into 
Quarters  in  Park 

The  bison  in  Golden  Gate 
Park  have  not  moved  into  their 
new,  larger  grazing  pastures  yet 
because  the  SF  Recreation  and 
Park  Department  is  waiting  for 
grass  in  the  new  areas  to  grow. 

The  bison’s  paddock  was  ex¬ 
panded  from  eight  acres  to  12 
acres  in  the  new  configuration. 


which  cost  slightly  more  than  $1 
million. 

If  all  goes  well,  the  bison  are 
expected  to  move  into  the  new 
paddock  area  sometime  in  May. 

Lafayette  Students  Pinch 
Pennies  to  Help  Wildlife 

The  first-grade  students  in 
Room  10  at  Lafayette 
Elementary  School  sprung  to  ac¬ 
tion  when  the  ship  Costco  Busan 
hit  the  Bay  Bridge  and  spilled  oil 
in  the  Bay. 

The  class  started  a  “penny 
drive,”  called  Save  the  Seabirds, 
and  raised  more  than  $500.  The 
organization  Phase  Forward 
matched  the  student’s  funds. 

On  March  14,  students  at 
Lafayette  presented  a  check  for 
$1,005.32  to  a  representative  of 
the  Point  Reyes  Bird 
Observatory  oil  response  team. 

The  student’s  teacher  and 
classroom  organizer,  Alex  Dakin, 
used  the  oil  spill  incident  to  teach 
her  students  about  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  birds  as  an  ecological  in¬ 
dicator  of  potential  problems  in 


the  environment.  The  students 
then  went  on  to  give  a  presenta¬ 
tion  in  every  classroom  at  the 
school,  from  kindergarten 
through  fifth  grade. 

SFGOP  Elects  Chairman 

The  members  of  the  San 
Francisco  Republican  Party 
unanimously  elected  long-time 
party  member  Howard  Epstein  as 
its  chairman  on  March  1 1 .  He 
has  previously  served  as  party’s 
treasurer,  vice  chair  of  finance, 
vice  chair  of  communications 
and  vice  chair  of  political  affairs. 

As  chairman,  Epstein’s  mis¬ 
sion  is  to  turn  out  the  Republican 
vote  in  November  to  help  elect 
Sen.  John  McCain  and  other 
Republican  candidates.  As  the 
chief  spokesperson  for  the  party, 
he  will  work  on  good  govern¬ 
ment  issues  in  the  City  by  taking 
pro-security,  pro-growth,  pro-in¬ 
dividual  responsibility,  and  low- 
tax  positions  on  city  ballot  is¬ 
sues. 

Public  to  Enjoy 
Richmond  History  Day 

Families  are  invited  to  explore 
the  rich  history,  of  the  City’s 
Richmond  District  at  a  communi¬ 
ty  event  featuring  historic  photo 
displays,  information  about  the 
renovation  of  the  neighborhood 
library,  live  interviews  with  long¬ 
time  district  residents,  food,  door 
prizes,  raffle  and  entertainment. 

The  event  will  take  place  at 
the  Star  of  the  Sea  School 
Auditorium,  located  at  360  Ninth 
Ave.,  on  Saturday,  April  5,  from 
11  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  Admission  is 
free,  and  participants  are  wel¬ 


come  to  view  a  presentation  by 
local  authors  at  2  p.m.  and  go  on 
a  local  walking  tour  at  3  p.m. 

For  more  information,  call 
626-7512,  ext.  106. 


Senator  Names  ‘Woman 
of  the  Year’ 

During  a  formal  ceremony  at 
the  state  Capitol  March  10, 
Thutgood  Marshall  Academic 
High  School  science  teacher  and 
Richmond  District  resident  Lisa 
Jovick  was  honored  by  Sen. 
Leland  Yee  as  the  8th  Senate 
District’s  Woman  of  the  Year. 

“I  am  honored  to  name  Lisa 
Jovick  as  the  2008  Woman  of  the 
Year,”  said  Yee.  “While  many 
teachers  come  and  go  at 
Thurgood  Marshall  High  School, 
Lisa  has  welcomed  the  challenge 
of  serving  the  students  and  fami¬ 
lies  of  the  Bayview/Hunters 
Point  neighborhood.” 

After  traveling  to  Northern 
Ireland  in  2001  with  students 
from  St.  Ignatius  High  School, 
Jovick  left  the  private  sector  to 
become  a  teacher  at  George 
Washington  High  School. 

After  her  position  was  consol¬ 
idated,  she  accepted  a  position  at 


Thurgood  Marshall  and  has  since 
become  the  Science  Department 
chair,  currently  teaching  biology 
and  physiology. 

“Ms.  Jovick  has  been  a  stead¬ 
fast  advocate  for  underserved 
kids  and  is  most  deserving  of  this 
honor,”  said  Yee. 

The  Woman  of  the  Year  event 
was  started  in  1987  in  recogni¬ 
tion  of  Women’s  History  Month 
in  March.  In  celebration  of  the 
contributions  to  society  made  by 
remarkable  women  throughout 
California,  the  legislature  ar¬ 
ranged  to  invite  one  woman  from 
each  district  to  come  to  the 
Capitol  and  be  honored  for  their 
accomplishments.  The  yearly 
event  is  sponsored  and  organized 
by  the  California  Legislative 
Women’s  Caucus. 

Enter  Academy’s 
Children’s  Photo  Contest 

The  California  Academy  of 
Sciences  is  launching  a  photo 
contest  for  youths  ages  8  -  12  to 
give  them  the  opportunity  to  be¬ 
come  researchers,  study  their  sur¬ 
roundings,  and  capture  nature 
through  the  lens  of  a  camera.  The 
theme  of  the  contest,  “California 
in  your  backyard,”  is  also  intend¬ 
ed  to  support  the  Academy’s  mis¬ 
sion  to  explore,  explain  and  pro¬ 
tect  the  natural  world. 

Starting  Tuesday,  April  15, 
contest  details  and  submission 
instructions  will  be  available  on¬ 
line  at  the  Academy’s  Web  site. 
Photographs  will  be  accepted 
through  June  15.  Winners  will  be 
eligible  to  win  cash  prizes  and 
have  the  chance  to  exhibit  their 
photos  in  the  Children’s  Gallery 
at  the  grand  reopening  of  the 
Academy  in  September  and 
throughout  its  inaugural  year. 

For  more  information,  visit 
www.calacademy.org. 
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Great  Italian  Cuisine  is  back  at 
Clement  Street  and  19th  Avenue! 

Litoxantz  Tiziano 

1 801  Clement  St.  (41 5)  422-0502 


(fiflSC 7  Come  celebrate  the  grand  opening  of 

the  new  AAA  Richmond  District  branch! 


mm 


Get  up  to 

$60 

in  Safeway  Gift  Cards 

Get  a  FREE  $10  gift  card  rt 

when  you  get  a  quote  on 
AAA  Insurance  or  consult 
with  a  vacation  specialist. 

Buy  a  policy  or  book  a  . 

tour  package  or  cruise 
and  get  $50  morel* 

•Offer  expires  June  15,  2008. 


One  Safeway  gift  card  set  per  household.  Valid  only  at  the  AAA  Richmond  District  branch  while  supplies  last.  Safeway  and  its  related 
companies  specifically  disclaim  any  liability  with  respect  to  any  AAA  Insurance  or  Travel  offer  and  any  insurance  coverage  or  travel 
packages  purchased.  Safeway  is  not  a  sponsor  or  cosponsor  of  this  promotion,  nor  are  they  affiliated  with  AAA. 

©2008  California  State  Automobile  Association 


Grand  Opening  Celebration 

Saturday,  April  26,  10AM -2 PM 

Come  to  our  grand  opening  celebration  and  enter  for 
a  chance  to  win  a  $1,000  gift  certificate  for  AAA  Travel, 
a  portable  Magellan®  GPS  and  other  exciting  prizes. 

Discover  Member  conveniences  like  select  DMV 
services  without  the  DMV  lines,  a  full-service 
worldwide  travel  agency  and  the  personal  service 
of  AAA  Insurance. 

Or  you  can  visit  us  during  our  open  house  between' 
April  23-25,  8:30AM-5:30PM 

AAA  Richmond  District 

599  Clement  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 1 8 
(415)  933-6737 

Branch  opens:  April  7,  2008. 


Get  More.  Get  AAA. 
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Golden  Gate  Park  Casino  had 
rich  history  in  park,  Richmond 


The  original  Golden  Gate  Park  Casino  was  in  Golden 
Gate  Park  just  west  of  the  Conservatory  of  Flowers. 


Photo  courtesy  of  John  Freeman 


The  two-story  Golden  Gate  Park  Casino  as  it  appeared 
on  Fulton  Street  and  25th  Avenue. 


The  Golden  Gate  Park  Casino 
had  a  fascinating  40-year  history 
in  San  Francisco,  but  there  is  no 
physical  trace  of  it  left  today  ex¬ 
cept  in  photos  and  historic 
archives. 

The  original  Casino  was,  by 
the  popular  meaning  of  the  word 
in  the  19th  Century,  “a  place  of 
social  amusement.”  It  was  a  one- 
story  building  built  in  1882  as  a 
restaurant  and  social  hall,  just 
west  of  the  Conservatory  of 
Flowers  in  Golden  Gate  Park. 

In  1900,  the  building  was 
moved  about  100  feet  south  to 
the  crest  of  a  knoll  and  rotated  to 
overlook  Main  Drive  (now  J.F.K 
Drive).  It  was  also  enlarged  with 
a  second  story. 

Because  “spirits”  were  served 
and  it  competed  with  concessions 
at  the  Mid- Winter  Fair  in  1894, 
the  restaurant  was  closed  and  the 
first  floor  was  used  briefly  as  the 
City’s  natural  history  museum, 
displaying  15,000  stuffed  birds, 
animals  and  rock  specimens.  The 
second  floor  served  as  offices  for 
the  Park  Commission  and  police. 

In  1896,  the  Casino  building 
was  sold  and  moved  from  the 
park.  A  newly  completed  rail 
grade  had  been  extended  along 
“D”  Street  (name  changed  to 
Fulton  St.  in  1898)  as  far  as  24th 
Avenue,  and  for  $400  a  contrac¬ 
tor  named  Menzies  moved  the 
building  a  mile  and  a  quarter 
west  to  now  face  the  park.  For 
the  next  25  years,  the  Golden 
Gate  Casino  was  a  roadhouse  just 
outside  the  25th  Avenue  entrance 
to  the  park. 

Correction 

Last  month’s  issue  of  the 
Richmond  Review  mistakenly 
identified  the  Golden  Gate  Park 
Casino  (top  photograph)  as  the 
boat  house  at  Stow  Lake. 


The  history  of  the  Casino  as  a 
roadhouse  is  sketchy.  It  had  a 
bar,  restaurant  and  bedrooms. 
Some  years  it  was  listed  in  the 
city  directory  as  a  hotel,  other 
years  as  restaurant.  The 
Leonhardt  family  owned  and  op¬ 
erated  it,  with  Carl  and  his  wife 
Vivian  managing  the  restaurant 
and  hotel  and  brother  Carl  bar- 
tending.  The  attraction  of  the 
roadhouse  was  as  a  discreet  loca¬ 
tion  with  a  high  quality  of  ser¬ 
vice.  A  menu  from  the  Casino 
lists  imported  champagne, 
Bordeaux  and  Rhine  wines.  The 
food  side  of  the  menu  offered 
oysters,  served  10  different 
styles,  frog  legs,  lobster,  four 
types  of  fish,  duck,  chicken, 


squab,  lamb  and  numerous  cuts 
of  beef,  often  with  fine  French 
sauces. 

The  Casino  remained  in  op¬ 
eration  until  about  1921.  It’s 
demise  was  probably  hastened 
for  two  reasons:  Prohibition 
took  effect  in  1920  and  put  a 
crimp  in  all  bar  business  and  the 
other  was  simply  progress.  The 
Casino  had  started  as  a  remote, 
discreet  roadhouse,  but  by  the 
1920s,  residential  construction 
was  very  active  throughout  the 
western  neighborhoods.  Those 
seeking  a  romantic  dalliance 
could  travel  farther  in  an  auto¬ 
mobile  than  a  horse  and  buggy 
so  the  property  was  sold  for 
home  development. 


St.  James  Episcopal  Church 

4620  California  Street  at  8th  Avenue 


0  We  are  a  welcoming,  inclusive 
and  active  community. 

o  We  invite  you  to  connect  with 
the  Gospel  of  Christ  through 
music,  liturgy,  scripture  and 
community. 

o  We  have  excellent  childcare  foi 
the  youngest,  a  creative 
children's  program  for  1st — 5th 
grades  and  a  dynamic  youth 
program  for  6th — 12th  grades. 


Wherever  you  are  on  your  spiritual  journey,  you  are  warmly 
invited  to  join  us  at  the  table  and  share  holy  communion. 

Sunday  Services: 

8:00am — Holy  Eucharist  followed  by  breakfast  discussion 
10:00am— Holy  Eucharist  with  singing  and  choir  followed  by  coffee  hour 

4620  California  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94118  between  8th  Ave  &  9th  Ave. 
Phone  415-751-1198 


www.stjames@stjamessf.org 


ATHOS  FENCING  CLUB 
3201  Balboa  St.  (at  33rd  Avenue) 
Mondays  &  Wednesdays:  5:30  p.m. 
Please  Call  255-4405  for  more  information. 
Jazzercise.com 


TOP  PRODUCER  2007 


ZEPHYR 

HEAL  ESTATE 


Julie  Reber  is  proud  to  announce 
that  she  was  named: 

TOP  PRODUCER  2007  at  Zephyr  Real  Estate 
THANK  YOU  FOR  YOUR  BUSINESS  SAN  FRANCISCO! 


*■* 


Find  me  at  the  YMCA,  Angelina's,  Pizzetta  21 1 
or  any  of  our  wonderful  Richmond  stops.  I'm  raising 
my  family  here  and  I  believe  in  San  Francisco. 
Your  realtor,  your  neighbor  and 
your  trusted  market  expert. 


Julie  Reber 

Real  Estate  Professional 
www.juliereber.com 


OPEN 
LATE! 

11  a.m.  to 
3  a.m.  daily 

FREE 
DELIVERY 

Pizza  •  Appetizers  •  Sandwiches 
Fresh  Fish  and  Meat  Dishes 
Pasta  •  Desserts 


p 

I 

I 

I 

I 

k 


Pizza  Slice  Deal  J 

Buy  1  Slice,  Get  One  Free!  I 

Expires  4/30/08 


4724  Geary  Blvd.  (at  11th  Ave.) 
CALL  FOR  DELIVERY  at  (415)  752-8800 
or  toll-free  at  (888)  777-4992 
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You  might  not  be  able  to  do 
everything  at  once,  you  can 
however  do  it  all  in  one  place. 


Let  us  help  you  with  that.  The  UPS  Store 


Shipping  Services 
Packaging  Services 
Mailbox  &  Postal  Services 
Moving  &  Packaging  Supplies 
Copying  Services 
Finishing  &  Printing  Services 


5758  Geary  Blvd.  (@22nd  Ave.)  ...  /415v750_  3738 

San  Francisco,  CA  94121  Fa*.  >4151750  3'3® 

Mon- Fri  8:30am- 6:30pm  .  FX„vA2750 19 

Sat  9am-  5pm,  Sun  closed  store5402@theupsstore.com 

©2003  United  Parcel  Service  of  America,  Inc. 


Educational  Exchange 

600  35th  Ave.  •  (415)752-3302 


learning  a  game! 

TREND’S  Flash  Cards 


Town  effective  for  learning 
basic  skills!  TREND  has  17  titles 
for  language  arts  and  math, 
including  phonics  and  fractions. 
Self-checking,  quick-st  tiling 
cards.  Fun  activities 
included* 
tndividua 
group  prai 

l  ovw-1 

shoes 


2 


i 


sihO®* 


WE  NEED  YOU! 

IN  TOUGH  ECONOMIC  TIMES, 

IT  IS  IMPORTANT  TO  SUPPORT  THE 
LOCAL  BUSINESS  COMMUNITY. 
MERCHANTS  SUPPORT  OUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD  YEAR-ROUND,  BETTERING 
OUR  QUALITY  OF  LIFE,  MAKING  GENEROUS 
DONATIONS  TO  SCHOOLS  AND  COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZATIONS,  AND  CREATING  JOBS. 
THANK  YOU! 

^ greater 

Geary 

boulevard  " 
merchants 

A  property  owners 
association 


David  Heller,  President 


Support  your  local  merchants! 


Skaters  roll  to  fight  violence 


Photo:  Maureen  McGettigan 


Robert  Wurgafp  (foreground)  passes  David  Miles' 
group  during  a  practice  run  in  Golden  Gate  Park. 


Continued  from  page  1 

moved  to  San  Francisco  and 
urged  him  to  move  here  also. 

“So,  I  cashed  my  last  unem¬ 
ployment  check  and  bought  a  bus 
ticket.  It  was  one-way.  When  I 
came  here,  it  was  like  changing 
channels,”  he  said. 

Shortly  after  he  took  up  skat¬ 
ing,  he  and  a  group  of  friends 
formed  the  Golden  Gate  Park 
Skate  Patrol  to  help  injured 
skaters  and  promote  skating  in 
the  park.  One  year  later,  in  1980, 
they  held  the  first  skate-a-thon  to 
Los  Angeles  as  part  of  a  hunger 
project.  Although  the  trip  was 
successful,  the  next  trip  did  not 
take  place  until  1989. 

The  loss  of  a  close  friend  to 
violence  motivated  him  to 
change  the  focus  of  the  event  to  a 
skate  against  violence.  It’s  a 
rolling  anti-violence  campaign. 
Miles  says. 

“With  so  much  crime  in  the 
Bay  Area,  I  was  attracted  to  the 
message,”  said  Robert  Wurgafp, 
who  will  be  skating  this  year  for 
his  fourth  time. 

“I  think  our  cause  is  impor¬ 
tant.  We  want  to  show  that  work¬ 
ing  together  we  can  reach  a  com¬ 
mon  goal,  as  well  as  the  positive 
aspects  of  skating,  being  out¬ 
doors  and  doing  something  phys¬ 
ical,  which  helps  put  your  mind 
right,”  Wurgafp  said. 

With  the  rising  cost  of  gaso¬ 
line,  skating  is  a  viable  alterna¬ 
tive  transportation,  adds  Miles. 

There  will  be  12  skaters  par¬ 
ticipating  this  year,  accompanied 
by  a  support  staff  of  six  and  two 
RVs.  The  skating  takes  place 
nonstop  day  and  night.  Each 
skater  takes  a  one-hour  turn  be¬ 
fore  another  skater  takes  over, 
according  to  Miles.  That’s  rough¬ 
ly  39  miles  for  each  skater  on  the 
462-mile  route. 

“We  go  about  10  to  15  miles- 
per-hour.  You  can’t  skate  on  the 
interstate,  so  we  skate  along  the 
back  roads  and  country  roads. 
Sometimes  we  are  alone  and 
sometimes  we  have  police  and 
highway  patrol  escorts,”  Miles 
said. 

The  trip  will  begin  on  the 
steps  of  San  Francisco’s  City 
Hall.  From  there,  they  skate  over 
the  Bay  Bridge  and  into 
Oakland.  After  circling  Lake 
Merritt,  they  head  south  over 
Hecker  Pass  and  then  south 
through  the  San  Joaquin  Valley. 
On  their  way,  they  will  skate 
through  Fresno,  Visalia, 
Porterville  and  Bakersfield  and 
other  cities  before  getting  to  Los 
Angeles. 

“You  have  to  be  a  pretty  profi¬ 
cient  skater  to  participate,  not 
Olympic  level,  but  capable  of 
skating  a  full  hour.  We  have 
skaters  from  all  over.  The  aver¬ 
age  age  of  the  skaters  this  year  is 
around  40,”  said  Miles,  who  is 
52. 


Departure  time  is  9  a.m.  on 
Monday,  April  14.  If  all  goes  ac¬ 
cording  to  plan,  the  skaters  will 
arrive  at  the  Santa  Monica  pier 
on  April  17. 

Each  participating  skater  con¬ 
tributes  $500  to  help  finance  the 
trip,  and  donations  make  up  the 
rest.  The  total  cost  of  the  trip  is 
around  $9,000,  according  to 
Miles. 

“There’s  some  incredible  ter- 


Continued  from  page  1 

Park  closed  to  traffic  on  Sundays 
and  the  smaller  portion  closed  on 
Saturdays. 

The  discussion  over  the  free 
transportation  service  comes  as  a 
part  of  a  greater  city  plan  called 
the  Transportation  Improvement 
Program  (TIP)  for  Golden  Gate 
Park.  First  implemented  in  2001, 
TIP  was  aimed  at  enhancing  pub¬ 
lic  transportation  and  pedestrian 


Continued  from  page  5 

The  upstairs  resident,  who 
was  not  home  at  the  time  of  the 
attempted  burglary,  was  contact¬ 
ed  about  the  incident. 

Burglary:  March  12, 

Between  10:15  a.m.  and  1  p.m., 
700  Block  of  42nd  Avenue 

A  homeowner  who  returned 
home  after  being  gone  for  several 
hours  discovered  the  front  gate 
and  door  had  been  pried  open. 

It  was  unknown  what,  if  any¬ 
thing,  was  missing. 

Burglary:  March  1,  3500 
Block  of  Jackson  Street 

A  tenant  in  an  apartment 
building  called  police  regarding  a 
suspicious-looking  character  at 
the  front  of  the  building. 

Officers  determined  the  man 
matched  the  description  of  a  sus¬ 
pect  who  had  stolen  items  from 
the  garage  the  week  before. 

Officers  responded  and  de¬ 
tained  the  suspect  so  a  witness  to 
the  earlier  robbery  could  be  con- 


rain  along  the  way,  but  it’s  not  al¬ 
ways  a  smooth  road.  You  don’t 
know  what  is  going  to  happen,” 
Wurgafp  said.  “When  we  get  into 
LA,  we  are  greeted  by  large 
crowds,  and  the  L.A.  Fire 
Department  escorts  us  along  the 
last  mile  to  the  finish  line.” 

For  more  information  or  to 
make  a  donation,  visit  the  Web 
at  www.cora.org/SFtoLA2008. 


Park  shuttle's  rebirth 


Police  blotter 


and  bicycling  infrastructure  in 
the  city’s  most  heavily-trod  open 
space.  New  bike  lanes  and  cross¬ 
walk  painting  were  among  the 
accomplishments  of  TIP,  but  a 
2006  court  injunction  against  the 
city’s  bicycle  plan  halted  much 
of  the  progress.  The  shuttle  ser¬ 
vice,  though,  is  expected  to  be 
active  by  September.  The  pro¬ 
gram  will  go  to  the  lowest  bid¬ 
der,  Miguel  said. 


tacted. 

The  witness  made  a  positive 
identification  of  the  suspect,  who 
was  seen  making  off  with  several 
suitcases. 

The  38-year-old  suspect  was 
on  parole. 

Hot  Prowl  Burglary, 
Assault,  Robbery:  March  5, 
2:22  p.m.,  7700  Block  of  Geary 
Boulevard 

A  call  came  into  dispatch  con¬ 
cerning  a  struggle  in  an  apart¬ 
ment  building  in  the  Outer 
Richmond.  The  caller  said  they 
returned  home  and  discovered  a 
woman  holding  the  victims’  wal¬ 
let  and  camera. 

When  one  of  the  victims  tried 
to  detain  the  34-year-old  suspect, 
there  was  a  brief  struggle  before 
the  suspect  was  able  to  break  free 
and  flee  toward  Pt.  Lobos. 

Officers  responded  to  the 
scene  and  located  the  suspect  at 
Geary  and  28th  Avenue.  She  was 
charged  with  burglary,  robbery 
and  attempted  assault. 


H  A  R  P  W  A  R  ~E 


HARDWARE 
HAND  TOOLS 
ELECTRICAL 
PLUMBING 
GARDEN  SUPPLIES 


Open 

Mon-Sat  9-6, 
Sundays  1  1  -5 


KEYS  CUT 

WEBER  BARBEQUES 
SHADES  CUT  TO  SIZE 
BATHROOM  ACCESSORIES 
HOUSEWARES 


r  hardware  y 
cj unlimited  h 


FRONT  DOOR  MATS 
KITCHEN  GADGETS 
SMALL  APPLIANCES 
EUREKA  VACUUMS 
STORAGE  &  CLOSET 
SUPPLIES 


UflLSPnR 

PRINTS 


(415)  931-9133 

3326  Sacramento  St.  at  Presidio 
ummi.harduiareunlimitedsf.com 
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Real  Estate 


John  M.  Lee 


Separating  fact  from  fancy 


Richmond  Homes  Sold  in  March* 


Address 

BR 

BA 

Square  Ft. 

Price 

621  25th  Ave. 

2 

1.00 

1,050 

$755,000 

3436  Anza  St. 

2 

1.00 

1,231 

770,000 

767  48th  Ave. 

5 

3.00 

2,575 

823,000 

61  Stanyan  St. 

2 

1.50 

1,638 

1,160,000 

650  15th  Ave. 

3 

1.50 

2,425 

1,255,000 

924  Balboa  St. 

6 

3.00 

4,597 

1,600,000 

36  Kittredge  Terr. 

3 

3.00 

2,270 

1,600,000 

2730  Fulton  St. 

4 

2.50 

3,220 

1,605,000 

227  Third  Ave. 

3 

4.00 

2,800 

1,950,000 

575  11th  Ave. 

3 

2.50 

2,700 

2,126,000 

*  Partial  listing  of  homes  sold  in  the  Richmond  District.  Source:  M.L.S. 


We  entered  2008  in  real  estate 
with  fear  and  trepidation  as  to 
what  might  occur.  Subprime 
mortgage  problems  were  domi¬ 
nating  the  media,  price  declines 
and  foreclosure  news  were  hit¬ 
ting  the  newspaper  front  pages 
every  day,  and  the  economy  was 
going  into  a  recession  or  was  al- 


John  M.  Lee,  who  has 
been  writing  real  estate 
columns  for  the  Rich¬ 
mond  Review  and  Sunset 
Beacon  newspapers  for 
almost  20  years,  was  in¬ 
augurated  president  of 
the  Chinese  Real  Estate 
Association  of  America  in 
March.  In  the  photo 
above,  Lee  receives  a 
commendation  from  As¬ 
semblywoman  Fiona  Ma. 


ready  in  a  recession. 

With  these  headlines  as  back¬ 
drops,  and  real  estate  news  being 
at  the  forefront  in  cocktail  chats, 
let’s  see  some  real  factual  num¬ 
bers  to  determine  where  we  are 
at  and  where  we  are  going. 

On  the  national  level,  there 
was  finally  a  small  amount  of 
good  news  released  at  the  end  of 
March.  The  National  Association 
of  Realtors  reported  that  2.9  per¬ 
cent  more  homes  were  sold  in 
February  than  in  January,  the  first 
time  where  an  increase  in  sales 
was  noted  since  July  2007. 
However,  the  median  sales  price 
nationally  is  down  about  8.2  per¬ 
cent  from  a  year  ago. 

In  California,  the  good  news 
is  that  the  number  of  sales  was 
up  9.5  percent  in  February  as 
compared  to  January,  making  it 
the  fourth  month  in  a  row  that 
sales  have  increased.  Typically, 
California  leads  the  nation  in 
terms  of  trends,  so  the  hope  is 
that  we  have  seen  the  bottom  and 
that  homebuyers  are  starting  to 
realize  the  opportunities  they  are 
seeing  and  sellers  are  accepting 
and  adjusting  to  the  current  price 
levels. 

On  the  other  hand,  the 
California  Association  of 
Realtors  median  sales  price  in  the 
state  was  down  26.2  percent  as 
compared  with  February  2007. 
Does  this  mean  that  prices 
dropped  26.2  percent  across 
California?  I  don’t  think  so. 

What  I  believe  is  that  more  low- 
end  homes  sold  than  high-end 


homes,  thus  lowering  the  medi¬ 
an.  This  also  means  that  segment 
of  the  market  that  was  involved 
in  the  subprime  mortgage  mess, 
namely  lower  priced  homes  be¬ 
ing  sold  via  “short  sale”  or  by  the 
lenders.  And,  the  liquidity  prob¬ 
lem  we  had  last  year  has  eased  a 
bit  and  credit  for  lower  end  prop¬ 
erties  is  more  readily  available. 
All  this  would  point  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  our  economy  is 
working  through  the  subprime 
mortgage  problem. 

How  are  we  doing  locally? 

From  the  San  Francisco 
Association  of  Realtors,  the 
Multiple  Listing  Service  statistics 
show  sales  are  up  an  amazing 
27.8  percent  in  February  as  com¬ 
pared  to  January  2008,  while  the 
median  price  decreased  1.7  per¬ 
cent,  from  $843,000  in  February 
2007  to  $829,000  in  2008.  So,  as 
a  whole  we  in  San  Francisco  are 
doing  better  than  California  and 
the  rest  of  the  United  States. 

To  bring  this  home  even  fur¬ 
ther,  in  the  west  side  of  town, 
statistics  show  that  in  the 
Richmond  District,  the  number 
of  sales  increased  57.1  percent 
from  January  to  February,  and  in 
the  Sunset  District,  increased 
25.6  percent  during  the  same 
time  period.  The  number  of 
transactions  is  not  large,  though, 
and  the  results  are  not  statistical¬ 
ly  significant,  but  it  does  show  a 
trend  that  the  number  of  sales  is 
increasing  across  the  board. 
Median  prices  did  drop  slightly, 

1 .9  percent  in  the  Richmond  and 
1 .7  percent  in  the  Sunset,  com-  ' 
paring  February  prices  in  2008 
versus  2007. 

Fortunately  for  us  in  San 
Francisco,  the  downturn  in  the 
real  estate  marketplace  has  not 
hit  us  too  badly,  and  if  the  up¬ 
trend  continues,  we  might  be  out 
of  this  transitional  market  quite 
quickly.  We  in  the  business  know 
that  when  newspaper  headlines 


come  out,  the  news  has  passed 
because  the  media  are  looking 
back  at  what  happened. 

So,  armed  with  this  informa¬ 
tion,  what  should  you  do? 

I  have  been  speaking  to  many 
sellers  who  have  been  thinking 
about  selling,  but  because  of  all 
the  negative  news,  decided  not  to 
bring  the  property  onto  the  mar¬ 
ket  at  this  time.  But  the  statistics 
in  San  Francisco  are  inconsistent 
with  what  sellers  are  reading.  We 
are  still  seeing  multiple  offers  on 
properties  and  able  to  get  good 
prices  because  of  the  lack  of 
good  inventory. 

Some  buyers  are  hesitant  in 
purchasing  because  they  believe 
prices  will  continue  to  erode  and 


that  we  have  not  seen  the  bottom 
yet.  Again,  we  are  not  seeing  a 
dramatic  drop  and  the  slight  1 .7 
percent  and  1.9  percent  declines 
in  median  prices  in  the  west  side 
are  not  statistically  significant. 

My  advice  to  sellers  and  buy¬ 
ers  is  to  do  your  research.  Sellers 
are  still  able  to  get  good  prices 
and  buyers  are  able  to  buy  with¬ 
out  as  much  pressure  as  in  past 
years,  making  for  a  fairly  bal¬ 
anced  market.  I  believe  that  the 
rest  of  2008  will  behave  much 
the  same. 

John  M.  Lee  specializes  in 
the  Richmond  and  Sunset  dis¬ 
tricts.  For  questions  about  real 
estate,  call  (415)  447-6231  or  e- 
mail  johrilee@isellsf.com. 


Barking  Lot 

Dog  8c  Cat  Grooming 

Complimentary  Nail  Trim 

with  ( Anesthesia  Free) 

Teeth  Cleaning  Appointments 

3239  Balboa  St. 

(415)  831-BARK  or  831-2275 
OPEN:  Tuesday  -  Saturday 

www.barkinglotsf.  com 


5Y 


Shrimp  Roll  6p  c0( 


Happy  Tray  $£t) 

(48p  California  Roll) 

with  coupon 

^$j1r4t95. 


Mix  Tray  $$< 

with  coupon 


/Wrayi$3 
with  coupon 

$21.95 


Golderw  ray’s 

(All  Cooked) 

with  coupon 

$22.95 


ChicKenTeriyaki"&*Ca=Roll  Sushi  Combo 


Prices  are  subject  to  change  without  notice. 


5723  Geary  Blvd.  (@22nd) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94121 
(415)  386-2777 

Open  Daily  11 :30am  ~  closing 

www.kitarosushi.com 


tfote  (41 5)  386-2777 

Dine  in  or  To-Go  1  5%>OFF 

Not  valid  with  any  other  offer  or  combine. 
One  order  per  coupon  per  visit. 

EXP.  5/15/2008 

386-2777 

Golden  Tray  $22.95  with  coupon 

Call  in  advance  .  To-Go  only 

Valid  7  days.  NOt  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  5/15/2008 

Lftifo  <4’5>3«>-2777 

Dine  in  or  To-Go  1  5*%>OFF 

Not  valid  with  any  other  offer  or  combine. 
One  order  per  coupon  per  visit. 

EXP.  4/15/2008 

tfurb  <“’5>3“-2777 

A  Tray  $21 .95  with  coupon 

Call  in  advance  .  To-Go  only 

Valid  7  days.  NOt  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  5/15/2008 

(415>386-2777 

Mix  Tray  $25.95  with  coupon 

Call  in  advance  .  To-Go  only 
Valid  7  days.  NOt  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  5/15/2008 


Ki+Afo  (415)  386-2777 

Happy  Tray  $14.95  with  coupon 

Call  in  advance  .  To-Go  only 
Valid  7  days.  NOt  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  5/15/2008 
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CRISSY  FIELD  CENTER 

SUMMER  CAMP  2008 


One-  and  two-week  day  camps 

June  23  to  August  15,  ,2008 


NEW! 


kindergarten  camps 


Financial  assistance  available 


Call  (415)  561-7762  or  visit 
www.crissyfield.org 


The  Crissy  Reid  Center  is  a  partnership  of  the  Golden  Gate 
National  Parks  Conservancy  and  th<*  National  Park  Service. 


r  t  M 


Need  Expert  Professional 

Real  Estate  Services? 


Call  John  Lee  today  ^ 

for  a  free  consultation:  (415)  44/-t)4  31 


As  your  Trusted  Advisor 

I  will  listen  carefully  to  all  your  real  estate  needs  and  desires, 
and  share  with  you  my  experience,  perspective,  and  expertise. 

As  your  Skilled  Negotiator 

I  will  help  you  explore  all  options.  I  will  respect  your 
confidentiality.  I  will  steadfastly  represent  your  best  interests. 

As  your  Expert  Facilitator 

I  will  assemble,  coordinate,  and  assist  your  team  of  service 
providers.  I  will  lead  your  transaction  to  a  successful  close. 


Smart.  Empathic. 
Experienced.  Dedicated. 


PACIFIC 


UNION 


al  Estatel 


Serving  as  your  local  newspaper  columnist  for  the  past  15  years! 


LINCOLN  PARR 
BAR  &  GRILL 

Relax  and  Enjoy  the  View  with  Our  Full  Bar 

Try  one  of  our  daily  lunch  specials: 
Burger  &  Draft  only  $8  +tax 

Or  enjoy  breakfast  on  the  weekends 

Starting  at  6  a.m. 

Customers’  Favorites 

Loco  Moco  and 
Hawaiian  Special 

All  made  with  fresh  ingredients! 

i  Bring  this  ad  for  10%  OFF  i 

Lincoln  Park  Bar  &  Grill 
34th  Avenue  and  Clement  Street 

Open  Monday  through  Friday  from  10-4;  Saturday  and  Sunday  from  6-6 


April  Calendar  of  Events 


1-6 

Watercolor  Exhibit:  The  public 
can  enjoy  a  collection  entitled 
“Brushstrokes  of  the  Shtetl,”  or  • 
memory  paintings,  by  artist 
Samuel  Rothbort,  Temple  Emanu- 
El’s  Temple  Foyer,  Martin  Meyer 
Reception  and  Chapel  Corridor,  2 
Lake  St.,  on  display  through 
Monday,  June  2,  free.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  751-2535. 

Film  Series  for  Teens:  Students 
are  invited  to  screenings  of  classic, 
foreign  and  art  films,  followed  by 
group  discussions  to  learn  about 
the  history  and  excitement  of  film- 
making,  Randall  Theater,  199 
Museum  Way,  Fridays,  April  4,  11, 
18  and  25,  6:30  p.m.  refreshments, 
7  p.m.  film,  free.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  864-2026. 

Art  Exhibit:  View  a  unique  pri¬ 
vate  collection  of  Qing  Dynasty 
paintings  and  sculptures  that  were 
used  in  sacred  Chinese  ceremonies, 
San  Francisco  State  University’s 
Museum  of  Ancient  Civilizations, 
Humanities  Building  510,  comer 
of  Font  Boulevard  and  Tapia 
Drive,  on  display  from  Monday, 
April  7,  to  Friday,  May  2,  open 
Mondays  through  Fridays  from  1 1 
a.m.  to  4  p.m.,  free.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  405-0599. 

7-13 

Therapeutic  Cooking  Classes: 

View  information  videos,  receive 
recipes  and  sample  food  while 
learning  from  registered  nurse  and 
nutritional  consultant  Kristin 
Doyle  which  foods  are  best  for 
cancer  prevention  and  survival, 
Institute  on  Aging,  2600  Geary 
Blvd.,  Mondays,  April  7,  14,  21, 

28,  6  p.m.  to  8  p.m.,  donations 
welcome.  For  more  information  or 
to  pre-register  (required  as  space  is 
limited),  call  273-5481. 

Chinese  Music  Concert: 

Musician  Wishan  Liu  plays  a  tradi¬ 
tional  musical  instrument  called 
the  guzheng,  Sunset  Branch 
Library,  1305  18th  Ave.,  Monday, 
April  7,  7  p.m.  to  8: 15  p.m.,  free. 
For  more  information,  call  557- 
4277. 

Magic  Show:  The  public  is  invited 
to  a  family-friendly  evening  of 
magic  with  Dan  Chan,  Parkside 
Branch  Library,  1200  Taraval  St., 
Wednesday,  April  9,  7  p.m.,  free. 


To  help  raise  money  for  fur¬ 
nishings  and  other  items  for  the 
Richmond/Senator  Milton  Marks 
Branch  Library,  local  restaurants 
are  donating  a  portion  of  their 
proceeds  during  April. 

Every  Wednesday,  diners  at 
nine  Richmond  restaurants  will 
help  the  Friends  of  SF  Public 
Library  achieve  its  mission  of 

Students  earn 

Five  former  Richmond 
District  residents  were  recently 
honored  for  their  academic 
achievements. 

For  the  fall  2007  semester, 
Allegra  Z.  Wong  was  named  to 
the  Grinnell  College  Dean’s  List, 
and  Tessa  J.  Perliss  was  named  to 
the  Connecticut  College  Dean’s 
List.  As  well,  Jennifer  Laney 
Lee,  a  graduate  of  Lick  Wil- 


The  San  Francisco  Chapter  of 
National  Charity  League  (NCL), 
a  non-profit  organization  of 
mothers  and  daughters  who  serve 
their  communities  together,  re¬ 
cently  held  an  event  honoring  the 
work  of  its  dedicated  members. 

The  goal  of  NCL  is  to  foster  a 
sense  of  community  responsibili- 


For  more  information,  call  557- 
4277. 

Environmental  Workshop: 

Children  ages  10  and  older  partici¬ 
pate  in  a  hands-on  activity  that 
shows  how  storm  drains  impact 
water  quality.  Sunset  Branch 
Library,  1305  18th  Ave.,  Thursday, 
April  10,  10:30  a.m.,  free.  For 
more  information,  call  557-4277. 

Native  Plant  Garden  Tour:  Join 
the  Yerba  Buena  Chapter  of  the 
California  Native  Plant  Society  on 
a  self-paced  tour  of  the  city’s  na¬ 
tive  plant  gardens  that  conserve 
water  and  provide  vital  habitat  for 
wildlife,  Sunday,  April  13,  10  a.m. 
to  2  p.m.,  free.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  including  descriptions  and 
garden  addresses,  visit  www.cnps- 
yerbabuena.org. 

14-20 

Richmond  District  History 

Lesson:  Author  Lori  Ungaretti  will 
give  a  presentation  and  educational 
lecture  about  the  history  of  the 
Richmond  District,  Sunset  Branch 
Library,  1305  18th  Ave.,  Monday, 
April  14,  7  p.m.,  free.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  355-5776. 

Diabetes  Patient  Symposium: 

Members  of  the  community  are 
welcome  to  attend  a  presentation 
hosted  by  the  UCSF  Diabetes 
Teaching  Center,  UCSF  Laurel 
Heights  Campus,  3333  California 
St.,  Saturday,  April  19,  7:45  a.m. 
to  12:30  p.m.,  free.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  353-2266. 

Nature  Wildflower  Walk:  The 

Yerba  Buena  Chapter  of  the 
California  Native  Plant  Society 
will  lead  a  nature  walk  near  Mt. 
Davidson  with  Cantonese  narra¬ 
tion,  meet  at  the  entrance  of  Mt. 
Davidson  Park  at  Myra  and 
Dalewood  ways,  Saturday,  April 
19,  10  a.m.  to  noon,  free.  For  more 
information,  call  407-6441. 

AARP  Meeting:  Members  and 
non-members  alike  are  invited  to 
attend  a  meeting  of  the  American 
Association  of  Retired  People  and 
enjoy  entertainment  by  Home 
Sweet  Home,  Diane  Feinstein 
Elementary  School,  2550  25th 
Ave.,  Saturday,  April  19,  10  a.m.  to 
11  a.m.,  free.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  205-8232. 

Summer  Art  Camp  Registration: 

The  Sharon  Art  Studio’s  two  sum¬ 


raising  the  funds  for  all  items 
unrelated  to  the  major  renova¬ 
tion  currently  taking  place. 

Participating  restaurants  are: 
Angelina’s  Cafe  &  Catering; 
Bill’s  Place;  Clement  Street  Bar 
and  Grill;  Katia’s;  Nib’s  Bakery; 
Old  Shanghai;  The  Richmond; 
Tommy’s  Mexican  Restaurant; 
and  Troya. 

top  honors 

merding  High  School,  and  Zoe 
Kathryn  Unruh,  a  graduate  of 
Saint  Ignatius  College 
Preparatory,  were  both  named  to 
the  Dean’s  List  at  Washington 
University  in  St.  Louis  for  the 
fall  semester  and  Svetlana  Guz, 
who  attended  George  Washing¬ 
ton  High  School,  was  granted 
second  honors  on  Clark  Univer¬ 
sity’s  Dean’s  List. 


ty  while  strengthening  mother- 
daughter  relationships.  Activities 
highlighted  at  the  event  included 
knitting  hats  for  premature  ba¬ 
bies,  participating  in  the  Susan 
G.  Komen  Race  for  the  Cure, 
cleaning  local  beaches,  and 
more.  For  more  information,  visit 
www.sfncl.org. 


mer  art  camps  for  youths  ages  12 
to  16,  Art-in-the-Park  and  TGIF 
Fun,  range  in  length  from  one  day 
to  three  weeks  and  offer  explo¬ 
ration  in  ceramics,  glass,  jewelry, 
drawing  and  watercolor,  Sharon 
Art  Studio,  Golden  Gate  Park  next 
to  the  Children’s  Playground  and 
adjacent  to  Sharon  Meadow, 
Saturday,  April  19,  10  a.m.  to 
noon,  class  fees  vary.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  753-7004. 

Earth  Day  Extravaganza:  Bring 
the  whole  family  on  a  fun,  interac¬ 
tive  fitness  walk  around  Crissy 
Field  with  eco-games,  live  animals 
and  activity  stations  designed  to 
help  make  strides  for  a  healthy 
planet  and  healthy  families,  Crissy 
Field  in  the  Presidio,  Saturday, 
April  19,  11  a.m.  to  3  p.m.,  free 
with  charges  up  to  $10  for  some 
activities.  For  more  information, 
call  561-3000. 

21-30 

PAR  Community  Meeting:  The 

Planning  Association  for  the 
Richmond  invites  the  public  to 
participate  and  provide  input  on 
the  Municipal  Transportation 
Agency’s  Transit  Effectiveness 
Project,  from  a  discussion  of  the 
overall  program  to  specific 
changes  to  Richmond  District 
Muni  routes,  Richmond  Recreation 
Center,  251  18th  Ave.,  Wednesday, 
April  23,  7  p.m.,  free.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  974-9332. 

Free  Lecture:  Ginny  Luedeman 
talks  about  losing  fear  for  a  better 
life  in  a  lecture  entitled:  “No  Fear! 
Divine  Love  Destroys  It,”  Fourth 
Church  of  Christ,  Scientist,  300 
Funston  Ave.,  Sunday,  April  27, 
2:30  p.m. 

Preschool  Sing  Along:  Children 
of  all  ages  are  welcome  to  join  in  a 
group  sing-along  with  guitarist 
Tim  Cain,  Ortega  Branch  Library, 
3223  Ortega  St.,  Tuesday,  April 
29,  1 1  a.m.,  free.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  557-4277. 

Springtime  Auction  and 
Fundraiser:  Celebrate  40  years  of 
the  Sharon  Art  Studio’s  communi¬ 
ty  arts  programs,  classes  and  work¬ 
shops  for  all  ages  through  activi¬ 
ties,  food,  wine,  live  music,  raffle 
and  silent  art  auction  benefitting 
the  non-profit  Friends  of  Sharon 
Art  Studio,  Golden  Gate  Park  next 
to  the  Children’s  Playground  and 
adjacent  to  Sharon  Meadow, 
Sunday,  May  4, 2  p.m.  to  6  p.m., 
$30  per  ticket.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  753-7005. 
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Synthetic  turf  causes  new  environmental  problems 


Continued  from  page  1 

the  formation  of  a  Synthetic  Fields  Task 
Force  to  “discuss,  clarify  and  make  recom¬ 
mendations  on  the  environmental,  health 
and  social  impacts  of  synthetic  fields.” 

The  task  force,  with  its  appointed  ex¬ 
perts  on  climate  change,  public  health  im¬ 
pacts,  water  quality  and  turf  toxicity,  is  a 
good  start.  The  horse  has  already  left  the 
bam  but  at  least  the  City  is  sending  a  posse 
out  to  look  for  it. 

Contributing  to  Global  Warming 

Why  would  we  contribute  to  global 
warming  by  removing  life  that  removes 
carbon  dioxide  firom  our  atmosphere? 

According  the  non-profit  group  Athena 
Institute,  the  replacement  of  one  grass  field 
would  require  the  planting  of  1,861  trees, 
and  allowing  them  to  grow  for  10  years,  to 
offset  the  amount  of  “carbon  dioxide  se¬ 
questration”  lost  with  the  grass  fields. 

David  Brown,  a  public  health  toxicolo¬ 
gist,  wrote  a  column  for  the  Sunday  New 
York  Times  explaining  some  of  the  dan¬ 
gers  of  creating  playing  fields  out  of 
petroleum  products. 

He  said  each  square  foot  of  synthetic 
surface  has  10  or  so  pounds  of  tire  crumbs, 
which  results  in  about  225  tons  of  ground¬ 
up  tires  for  a  field  300  feet  long  by  1 50 
feet  wide.  Silver  Terrace  is  at  least  twice 
that  size. 

“(Studies)  found  that  dust  from  the  rub¬ 
ber  crumbs  contained  carcinogens  that 
could  be  inhaled  into  the  deepest  portions 
of  the  lung,”  Brown  wrote. 

As  well,  the  water  that  drains  off  the 
synthetic  fields  is  channeled  into  the  city’s 
sewer  system,  which  means  it  is  treated 
and  discharged  into  the  Pacific  Ocean.  It 
does  not  go  back  into  the  underground 
aquifer.  (Wasn’t  that  the  problem  with 
Lake  Merced?) 

Our  sewer  system  can’t  handle  all  of  the 
water  during  a  heavy  rain  and  sometimes 
untreated  effluent  is  dumped  directly  into 
the  ocean.  This  will  make  that  problem 
worse. 

Tbe  SF  Board  of  Supervisors  passed 
legislation  in  2002  to  ban  the  paving  over 
of  small  green  spaces  in  the  front  of  peo¬ 
ple’s  homes  in  an  effort  to  keep  water 
flowing  into  the  underground  aquifers  and 
out  of  the  city’s  storm  drainage  system. 
Recently,  it  passed  legislation  calling  for 
fines  of  up  to  $500  for  violators.  Now,  the 
City  wants  to  be  the  biggest  violator  of  its 
own  policy.  Surprise. 

Injuries  a  Concern 

Sports  injuries  are  reportedly  more  fre¬ 
quent  on  synthetic  turf.  One  common  in¬ 
jury,  rag  bum,  often  causes  a  bacterial  in¬ 


fection,  including  drug-resistant  staph  in¬ 
fections. 

According  to  a  report  in  Scientific 
American  Magazine,  players  burned  on  ar¬ 
tificial  turf  are  10  times  more  likely  to  get 
antibiotic  treatments  for  their  wounds  than 
on  grass. 

A  study  conducted  by  the  New  England 
Journal  of  Medicine  in  2003  reported  that 
five  members  of  the  St.  Louis  Rams  foot¬ 
ball  team  got  drug-resistant  staph  infec¬ 
tions  from  playing  on  artificial  turf  in  their 
home  stadium. 

At  Silver  Terrace,  its  two  baseball  dia¬ 
monds  are  completely  covered  with  syn¬ 
thetic  turf,  including  the  infield  where 
players  slide. 

The  turf  is  also  responsible  for  knee, 
ankle  and  foot  sprains  and  tears  that  occur 
when  an  athlete’s  foot  is  planted  and 
doesn’t  give  as  the  player  continues  to 
move.  This  type  of  injury  is  common  in 
soccer  matches  because  of  the  way  athletes 
have  to  move,  with  constant  stops  and 
twists.  Players  wear  short  rubber-spiked 
shoes  to  play  on  the  field. 

David  Beckham,  an  international  soccer 
star,  had  this  to  say  about  artificial  turf: 

“As  a  professional  athlete,  you  can’t  play  a 
game  like  soccer  on  that  sort  of  field.  What 
it  does  to  our  body  as  a  soccer  player, 
you’re  in  bits  for  three  days  after  that.” 

A  poll  of  more  than  1 ,500  players  in  the 
National  Football  League  in  2006  showed 
65  percent  felt  artificial  turf  was  more  like¬ 
ly  than  grass  to  cause  an  injury  and  74  per¬ 
cent  said  the  surface  caused  more  soreness 
and  fatigue. 

Limitations  of  Synthetic  Turf 

The  synthetic  turf  being  installed  in  San 
Francisco  is  made  up  of  plastic  and  finely 
ground  pellets  derived  from  rubber  tires. 
The  turf  needs  to  be  watered,  sometimes 
with  chemical  disinfectants,  to  wash  away 
spit,  vomit,  blood  and  bird  and  animal  ex¬ 
cretions.  It  also  needs  to  be  cooled  under 
certain  conditions  to  prevent  a  potential 
fire  hazard.  (Could  an  arsonist  start  a  “tire 
fire”  on  the  field?  Is  the  fire  department 
ready  to  respond?) 

A  conventional  sprinkler  system  will 
not  work  because  it  would  require  tears  in 
the  turf,  which  would  void  the  turf’s  eight- 
year  warranty.  Special  high-velocity  water 
nozzles  have  to  be  installed  at  the  edge  of 
the  field. 

The  turf  also  requires  a  special  $60,000 
sweeper  to  agitate  the  petroleum-based 
rubber  pellets  once  a  month. 

Some  of  the  changes  in  city  policy  and 
potential  affects  of  synthetic  fields  are: 

•  Pets,  food  and  drink  are  prohibited; 

•  Any  vehicle  with  wheels  is  prohibited, 
including  strollers; 


CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISING 


BOXING 

Skilled  Boxing:  Local  class 
focusing  on  rapid  skill  devel¬ 
opment.  Very  experienced 
coach  helps  you  achieve 
great  defense  and  fast  pow¬ 
er  punching  -  great  practical 
training.  James  -  (415)  759- 
1054. 

CAULKING/GROUT 

Grout,  Caulking,  Tile  and 
Stone  cleaning,  sealing, 
restoration,  and  repair. 
Bathrooms,  showers,  tubs, 
kitchens,  floors,  and  stairs 
renewed  and  restored. 
Granite,  slate,  terrazzo,  mar¬ 
ble  and  more.  HappyGrout, 
(415)  806-2746  or 
www.HappyGrout.com. 

FENCE  CONSTRUCTION 

Specializing  in  Redwood 
Fences  -  Morrow 
Construction.  License 
#343633.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (650)  994-6892. 

KNIFE  SHARPENING 

Fine  Knife  Sharpening 
Service:  For  homes  and 
restaurants.  Based  locally  in 
the  Richmond  District.  Free 
on-site  estimates.  Call 
George  at  (415)  751-3436. 


ROLFING 

Try  Rolfing  -  Improve  pos¬ 
ture,  relieve  chronic  pain. 
Philip  Brown,  Certified 
Rolfer,  5954  California  Street 
(at  22nd  Ave.).  For  appoint¬ 
ments,  call  (415)  750-1885 
or  e-mail: 

Rolferphilip@aol.com 

RUMMAGE  SALE 

Little  Sisters  of  the  Poor: 
300  Lake  St.,  Friday  and 
Saturday,  April  18  and  19,  9 
a.m.  to  3  p.m.  Offering  a 
wide  diversity  of  art,  col¬ 
lectibles,  jewelry,  household 
furnishings,  books,  crafts, 
clothing,  furniture,  more.  Low 
prices. 

SCHOOLS 

Sensitive  Home  School  for 
exceptional  teens;  open  en¬ 
rollment,  class  size  6; 
Richmond/Seacliff  area;  tra¬ 
ditional  academics,  testing, 
speech,  P.E.,  art;  special  ed¬ 
ucation  services  individual¬ 
ized;  monthly  fees  $1,200  to 
$2,000  (scholarships  avail¬ 
able);  CA  credentialed  staff - 
team  together  25+  years. 
Call  (415)  387-1070  and  ask 
for  Mrs.  Howard. 


TUTORING 

Current  High  School 
Teacher  with  additional  ele¬ 
mentary  teaching  back¬ 
ground.  Private  prep  school 
educated  with  Ivy  League 
degree,  have  tutoring  and 
home  schooling  experience. 
Call  Jim  at  221-9555. 

ESL,  English,  Language 
Arts  Tutor:  Very  experi¬ 
enced,  very  skilled  tutor  in 
ESL,  English,  reading,  writ¬ 
ing.  Teacher,  tutor  for  over 
30  years,  children  and 
adults.  Mature,  patient,  many 
local  -  references. 

Reasonable  fee.  Masters  in 
Child  Development,  Masters 
in  Teaching.  PhD  student. 
Free  first  session.  Eric 
Mauer:  (415)  750-9264;  e- 
mail:  mauer101@aol.com. 

WITNESSES  SOUGHT 

Anyone  Who  Witnessed 
the  accident  between  a 
pedestrian  and  a  Muni 
streetcar  on  West  Portal 
Avenue  and  14th  Avenue,  at 
11:15  a.m.  on  Jan.  4,  please 
call  652-0416. 


„  Send  us  your  classified  ad 

Private  party  classified  ads,  up  to  25  words,  cost  $5  per  monthly  listing.  Business  ads, 
up  to  25  words,  cost  $20  per  month.  All  ads  must  be  pre-paid  and  mailed  by  the  20th  of 
the  month.  Mail  to:  The  Richmond  Review,  P.O.  Box  590596,  S.F.,  CA  94159 


•  Birds  will  lose  feeding  habitat  because 
worms,  grabs  and  other  delectables  will  no 
longer  be  available; 

•  Algae  can  become  a  problem.  Usually 
confined  to  marine  habitats,  the  algae  can 
grow  in  artificial  turf.  One  chemical  used 
to  clean  the  surface  is  Benzalkonium 
Chloride,  which  is  a  hazard  to  fish. 

Problems  Around  the  Globe 

There  have  been  lots  of  problems  where 
synthetic  turf  has  been  installed. 

Because  of  health  concerns,  the  govern¬ 
ments  of  Norway  and  Sweden  have  recom¬ 
mended  that  there  be  no  more  installations 
of  artificial  turf  with  tire  pellets.  They  are 
concerned  about  the  toxicity  of  the  pellets 
and  the  possibility  of  a  negative  reaction 
from  people  that  are  allergic  to  latex,  a 
component  of  rubber  tires. 

Community  groups  have  formed  in  sev¬ 
eral  New  Jersey  towns  calling  for  the  end 
of  synthetic  fields.  New  Jersey  has  more 
than  150  synthetic  fields,  out  of  the  850 
that  were  installed  in  the  United  States  in 
2007. 

In  California,  legislation  was  introduced 
Feb.  19  by  Sen.  Abel  Maldonado  (SB 
1277)  that  would  prohibit  the  installation 
of  synthetic  turf  at  any  public  or  private 
school  or  park  until  the  Office  of 
Environmental  Health  Hazard  Assessment 
has  prepared  an  environmental  study.  The 
California  Department  of  Public  Health 
would  be  required  to  perform  a  health 
study  on  the  use  of  “crumb  rubber”  before 
June  30,  2009. 

In  the  City,  the  Sierra  Club  has  called 
for  an  Environmental  Impact  Report  (EIR) 
for  synthetic  fields,  citing  concerns  over 
restrictions  of  public  access,  impacts  on 
trees,  animals,  insects  and  vegetation,  and 
the  installation  of  lights,  which  puts  migra¬ 
tory  birds  at  risk. 

Intentions  are  Good 

The  City  Fields  Foundation  and  SF 
Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  are  splitting  the 
cost  of  the  city’s  field  renovations.  They 


argue  that  synthetic  carpets  save  the  tax¬ 
payers  money,  but  that  claim  is  dubious. 
When  you  add  in  the  initial  cost  of  ripping 
out  the  grass  and  topsoil  fields  and  replac¬ 
ing  them  with  crashed  stone  and  a  massive 
rubber  and  plastic  carpet,  and  the  cost  of 
maintaining,  repairing  the  synthetic  turf, 
there  is  no  savings. 

Proposition  A,  passed  by  city  voters  in 
March,  is  providing  $8.5  million  for  the 
synthetic  fields  program,  even  though  there 
was  no  mention  of  synthetic  fields  in  the 
text  of  the  proposition. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  intentions  of 
those  supporting  the  City  Fields 
Foundation  are  good.  That  includes  the 
family  of  GAP  founder  Don  Fisher,  Sen. 
Dianne  Feinstein  and  many  more  San 
Franciscans,  which  have  contributed  more 
than  $4  million  for  the  program  so  far. 

According  to  the  foundation,  the  City  is 
currently  short  27  baseball  fields  and  33 
soccer  fields. 

Helping  children  and  families  is  an  ad¬ 
mirable  goal  that  needs  to  be  pursued. 

But  use  those  millions  to  hire  more  gar¬ 
deners  so  our  kids  have  great  grass  fields  to 
play  on  and  to  build  more  playing  fields 
within  our  vast  array  of  parks  and  play¬ 
grounds. 

Both  sides  of  the  issue  are  getting  ready 
to  butt  heads  and  argue  over  the  details. 

But  it’s  a  plain  as  the  back  of  your  hand  - 
replace  grass  fields  in  a  City  blessed  with 
weather  for  growing  grass  year  round  with 
ground  up  rubber  tires  and  plastic  made 
from  oil  -  it’s  just  not  right. 

San  Francisco  adopted  the 
Precautionary  Principle  in  2003.  It  says: 
“When  an  activity  raises  threats  of  harm  to 
human  health  or  the  environment,  precau¬ 
tionary  measures  should  be  taken  even  if 
some  cause  and  effect  relationships  are  not 
fully  established  scientifically.” 

This  sounds  like  one  of  those  cases  to 
me. 

Paul  Kozakiewicz.  is  editor  of  the 
Richmond  Review  and  Sunset  Beacon 
newspapers. 


You're  only  human.  You're  mesmerized  by  the  City  and  can't  live  without  owning 
your  part  of  it.  Zephyr's  Premiere  Property  Specialists  understand  and  are  here 
to  help  find  your  perfect  match.  With  listing  updates  in  every  neighborhood, 
savvy  on-line  search  tools,  and  respected  broker  relationships  for  networking 
opportunities  and  financing  referrals,  we're  here  to  offer  a  fresh  perspective  on 
luxury  marketing  to  fulfill  your  passion. 


Zephyr  Real  Estate. 

We're  all  about  San  Francisco. 
www.zephyrsf.com 


PROPERTY 

Showcasing  San  Francisco's  Finest  Real  Estate 
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There  Is  Nothing  Average  About  the 
Average  Price  of  a  Hill&Co.  Property. 


In  fact,  according  to  the  2008 
Business  Times  Book  of  Lists, 
Hill  &  Co.  is  the  number  one 
brokerage  among  all  companies 
in  terms  of  average  price  for 
homes  sold  in  the  City.  Our 


nearest  competitor’s  average 
was  nearly  $300,000  less. 

If  you  are  seeking  real  estate 
representation,  we  invite  you 
to  consider  the  City’s  best. 

Hill  &  Co. 


Lombard  Street  Office 

Union  Street  Office  24th  Street  Office 

1 880  Lombard  Street 

2107  Union  Street 

3899  24th  Street 

(415)  921-6000 

(415)  921-6000 

(415)  824-1100 

www.hill-co.com 

■ 

HILL&CO. 

REAL  ESTATE 

Wednesdays! 


I 


Dine 
Out  in 
April 


SuPPOrt  the  Richmond 
and  Anza  Branch 
Libraries! 


Xkttundxm  ay  Qrzff  5*»'s  fiwKvtfJHOT 


Dine  out  Wednesdays  in  April  to 
support  the  Richmond  District 
Libraries  Campai&i! 

A  portion  of  all  proceeds  will  help 
complete  the  renovations  of  the 
Richmond/ Senator  Milton  Marks 
and  Anza  Branch  libraries. 

•  Angelina’s  Cate  &  Catering 
6000  California  Street 

•  Bill's  Place 

2315  Clement  Street 

•  Clement  Street  Bar  and  Grill 
708  Ciement  Street 

•  Kada's-A  Russian  Tea  Room 
600-5th  Avenue 

•  Nibs  Bakery 
3717  Balboa  Street 

•  Old  Shanghai  Restaurant 
5145  Geary  Blvd. 

•  The  Richmond 
615  Balboa  Street 

•  Tommy's  Mexican  Restaurant 
5929  Geary  Blvd. 

•  Troya 

349  Clement  Street 


For  more  information  contact 
Marian  Chatfield-Taylor: 

(415)  626- 7512x103  or 
Marian  ctaylor® FriendssfpJ  org 


RJENDS  ofthe 

SAN  FRANCISCO  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


Special  thanks  to  our  sponsor 

UNITED  COMMERCIAL  BANK 


Savings 
of  25-65% 

From  Standard  Local  Fees  With 
Our  In-House  Dental  Insurance. 


ceanview  Dental 


Zoom  Bleaching 

In  about  an  hour,  your  smile  can 
be  transformed  from  a 
yellowing  embarassment  to 
an  unbelievable  white! 

SPECIAL  $699 


We  Now  Offer 
Snap  On  Smile 

No  shots,  no  drilling,  no  cement!  It’s 
removable  and  you  can  even  eat 
while  wearing  your  Snap  On  Smile. 


Excellence  in  Dentistry  and 
professional  care  for  over  17  years 

In  Office  Specialist  - 

Harvard  graduate  with  experience  in  all  areas  of  periodontal  and  implant  treatments 

Now  Available: 

Botox  treatments  to  relieve  headaches,  jaw  pain 
(tmj)  and  clenching. 

New  Zirconium  metal-free  crowns  and  fillings 


54 


95 


Do  you  need  new  or  replacement 
partials  or  dentures?  You  won’t  be¬ 
lieve  our  prices!  Quality 
workmanship  you  can  afford. 


Most  Crowns  and  Implants 
in  One  Day 
Natural-Looking  Teeth  with 
IPS  Empress  Porcelain  - 
Permanent  tooth  replacement 
without  caps 

One  day  denture  construction 
and  placement 
One  hour  denture  repair 
Inter-Oral  Camera  System 
Quality  Sterilization  Assured 
In-House  Lab 
Most  Insurance  Accepted 
Denti-Cal  Accepted 


Invisalign 

“Invisalign  is  the  invisible  way  to  strengthen 
your  teeth  without  braces.” 

Clear  •  Transparent  •  Removable 
Braces?  No!  Invisalign?  Yes! 

“Now  you  can  smile  more  during  the  treatment 
as  well  as  after.” 


New  Patients  Only 

Complete  Dental 
Check-Up 

Includes: 

♦  Cleaning/Prophylaxis 

♦  Necessary  X-Rays 

With  coupon  only.  Not  valid  with 
any  other  offer.  Expires  4/30/08 

NEW  PATIENT  SPECIaT 

$100  OFF  usual 

dental  fees  for  first  procedure 
(fillings  and  crowns  only) 

Offers  cannot  be  combined.  Vqlid  with 
coupon  only.  Expires  4/30/08 

mm  mi  ■  m 

FREE  Professional 
Take-home  Teeth 
I  Whitening 

with  paid-in-full  by  your  insurance  for 
exam,  x-rays  and  cleaning 

|  New  patients  only.  Offers  cannot  be  com- 
^bined.  Valid  with  coupon  only.  Expires  4/30/08  ^ 


Your  Dental  Insurance  Accepted  as  Payment 

...  In  most  cases.  Please  call  for  details. 


NEW!!!  -Alternative  Treatment 
for  Periodontal  Disease 

ATRIDOX 

Please  call  office  lor  details. 


♦  0%  Financing  (on  approval) 


«e 


San  Francisco,  CA  94121  (415)  221-5592 

www.oceanviewdental.com 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appointments  Available 
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